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WORLD INTERNATIONAL, LLC, a Delaware limited liability 
company; THREE60 LLC, a Delaware limited liability company; 
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           Patricia Kramer, CSB #155484 
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Chad A. Vierra, CSB #255801 
                   NEASHAM & KRAMER LLP 
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wneasham@neashamlaw.com 
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MASTER CHRONOLOGICAL INDEX 

Tab 
No.  

Description Date Vol. No.  Page/Bates 
No. 

1 Notice of Motion and Motion to Continue 
Hearing and Memorandum of Points and 
Authorities 
 

01/14/25 1 RA006-
RA011 

2 Meet and Confer Declaration of Patricia Kramer 
in Support of Plaintiff’s Motion to Continue the 
February 11, 2025 Hearing  
 

01/14/25 1 RA012-
RA051 

3 Ex-Parte Application for Order Shortening 
Time Re: Motion to Continue the February 11, 
2025 Hearing; Memorandum of Points and 
Authorities 
 

01/15/25 1 RA052-
RA059 

4 Declaration of William C. Neasham in Support 
of Ex-Parte Application re: Motion to Continue 
 

01/15/25 1 RA060-
RA074 

5 Declaration of William Neasham Re: Status 
Update on Discovery 
 

02/03/25 1 RA075-
RA119 

6 Minute Order re: Motion to Continue Hearing 
on Motion to Compel Arbitration 
 

02/07/25 1 RA120 
 

7 Status Update re: Discovery 02/26/25 
 

1 RA121-
RA123 

8 Minute Order re: Motion to Continue Hearing 02/27/25 1 
 

RA124-
RA125 

9 Tentative Ruling on Motion to Compel 
Arbitration 

03/05/25 1 
 
 

RA126 

10 Minute Order – Ruling on Motion to Compel 
Arbitration 
 

05/21/25 1 RA127-
RA141 

 

 

 

RA002



 

RESPONDENT’S APPENDIX - VOLUME 1 of 1 - 3 
 

 

MASTER ALPHABETICAL INDEX 

Tab 
No.  

Description Date Vol. No.  Page/Bates 
No. 

4 Declaration of William C. Neasham in Support 
of Ex-Parte Application re: Motion to Continue 
 

01/15/25 1 RA060-
RA074 

5 Declaration of William Neasham Re: Status 
Update on Discovery 
 

02/03/25 1 RA075-
RA119 

3 Ex-Parte Application for Order Shortening 
Time Re: Motion to Continue the February 11, 
2025 Hearing; Memorandum of Points and 
Authorities 
 

01/15/25 1 RA052-
RA059 

2 Meet and Confer Declaration of Patricia Kramer 
in Support of Plaintiff’s Motion to Continue the 
February 11, 2025 Hearing  
 

01/14/25 1 RA012-
RA051 

10 Minute Order – Ruling on Motion to Compel 
Arbitration 
 

05/21/25 1 RA127-
RA141 

8 Minute Order re: Motion to Continue Hearing 02/27/25 1 
 

RA124-
RA125 

6 Minute Order re: Motion to Continue Hearing 
on Motion to Compel Arbitration 
 

02/07/25 1 RA120 
 

1 Notice of Motion and Motion to Continue 
Hearing and Memorandum of Points and 
Authorities 
 

01/14/25 1 RA006-
RA011 

7 Status Update re: Discovery 02/26/25 
 

1 RA121-
RA123 

9 Tentative Ruling on Motion to Compel 
Arbitration 

03/05/25 1 
 
 

RA126 
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PROOF OF SERVICE 
 
I, Katherine R. Gott, declare that: 

 
I am employed in the County of Sacramento, State of California. I 

am over the age of eighteen years and am not a party to this action; my 
business address is 340 Palladio Parkway, Suite 535, Folsom, California 
95630. My electronic service address is kgott@neashamlaw.com. 

 
On January 30, 2026, I caused the within RESPONDENT’S APPENDIX 
– VOLUME 1 OF 1, the original of which was produced on recycled 
paper, to be served via:  

 
(_XX_) ELECTRONICALLY – This document was filed electronically to 
the Court of Appeal of the State of California, First Appellate District, 
Division Three via the court’s Electronic Filing System (TrueFiling) which 
provides service on all parties on the Court’s service list who have 
registered to receive service by e-mail over the Court’s Electronic Filing 
System and based on a court order or an agreement of the parties to accept 
service by e-mail or electronic transmission, I caused the documents to be 
sent to the person(s) at the e-mail addresses(es) listed above. I did not 
receive, within a reasonable time after the transmission, any electronic 
message or other indication that the transmission was unsuccessful. 
 
 Mark S. Adams, Esq.  
 Susan Allison, Esq. 
 Jeffer Mangels Butler & Mitchell LLP 
 1900 Avenue of the Stars, 7th Floor 
 Los Angeles, California 90067-4308 
 markadams@jmbm.com 
 sallison@jmbm.com  
  
 
//// 
//// 
//// 
//// 
//// 
//// 
//// 
//// 
//// 
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(_XX_) U.S. MAIL – I am readily familiar with my employer’s business 
practice for collection and processing of correspondence for mailing with 
the United States Postal Service. By following ordinary business practice, I 
placed a true and correct copy thereof enclosed in a sealed envelope for 
collection and mailing within the United States Postal Service where it 
would be deposited for first class delivery, postage fully prepaid, in the 
United Stated Postal Service that same day in the ordinary course of 
business. 
 
Stanislaus County Superior Court 
800 11th Street 
Modesto, CA 95354 
Attn: The Hon. Stacey P. Speiller 
 

I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of 
California that the foregoing is true and correct and that this declaration 
was executed on January 30, 2026, at Folsom, California. 
 
             /s/ Katherine R. Gott   
              Katherine R. Gott 
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William C. Neasham, CSB ¹ 72028
Patricia Kramer, CSB ¹ 155484
Chad A, Vierra, CSB ¹255801
Neasham 6r, Kramer LLP
Attorneys at Law
340 Palladio Parkway, Suite ¹535

4 Folsom, CA 95630
Tel: (916) 853-8030/ Fax (916) 853-8039
nkramer@neashamlaw,corn
cvierraQneashamlaw.corn
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Attorneys for Plaintiff
WESTERN HILLS WATER DISTRICT

10

SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

IN AND FOR THE COUNTY OF STANISLAUS

11

WESTERN HILLS WATER DISTRICT, a
California public agency water district,

13
Plaintiff,

14

15
)

16 WORLD INTERNATIONAL, LLC, a Delaware
limited liability company; THREE60 LLC, a
Delaware limited liability company; ANGELS
CROSSlNG LLC, a California
limited liability company; GUILLERMO

19 MARRERO, CARMEN KEARNERY aka
CARMEN MILLAN KEARNEY, DOUGLAS
KEARNEY, and DOES 1-100, inclusive,

Defendants. )
)

Case No. CV-24-003049

NOTICE OF MOTION AND MOTION TO
CONTINUE HEARING AND
MEMORANDUM OF POINTS AND
AUTHORITIKS

[Served concurrently with Declaration of
Patricia Kramer; [Proposedj Order
Regarding the February 11, 2025 Hearing]

Date: February 7, 2025
Time: 8:30 a.m.
Dept.: 22
Judge: The I-Ion. Stacey Speiller

22 TO ALL PARTIES AND THEIR ATTORNEYS OF RECORD:
23 PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that on February 7, 2025, at 8:30 a,m., or as soon thereafter as the

24 matter may be heard by the Presiding Judge in Department 22 of the Stanislaus County Superior Court,

25 located at 801 10ca Sb'eet, 4'" Floor, Modesto California, 95354, Plaintiff WESTERN HILLS WATER

26 DISTRICT (herein after "Plaintiff') will move the Court for an order to continue the hearing date on
27 Defendants Motion to Compel Arbitration from February 11, 2025, to May 19, 2025 or a date thereafter.

28

1

NOTICE OF MOTION, MOTION TO CONTINUE HEARING AND POINTS AND AUTHORITIES

Electronically Filed
1/14/2025 6:35 PM
Superior Court of California
County of Stanislaus
Clerk of the Court
By: Angela Mesa, Deputy

$60 GOV EX

$30 GOV EX
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12

13

14

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

This Motion is timely and in accordance with the Honorable Stacey Speiller's direction, at the

Case Management Conference on January 6, 2025, to bring a formal motion to request a continuance.

There are multiple parties (Plaintiff and five (5) Defendants) actively involved in written

discovery. Plaintiff requires more time to complete discovery prior to the hearing on Notice of Motion

and Motion to Compel Arbitration and Stay.

Good cause exists to continue the hearing to May 19, 2025'r thereafter. This court has stated,

"Plaintiff s pleading raises issues of serious concern for the public, and those concerns warrant prompt

exploration." Plaintiff has previously propounded discovery which will clarify the parties'elationships

and will substantially affect the outcome of the court's ruling on the pending motion. In response to the

Court's ruling in November 2024 granting a stay in part (severing out the operational expenses issues)

and denying the Defendants'tay request as to all other areas of Plaintiff's discovery requests.

Defendants served hundreds of pages ofblanket objections on/about 12/23, 12/24, and 12/30/2024.s

Plaintiff is now in the process of serving Meet and Confer letters regarding those objections. If the case

is stayed at the February 11, 2025 hearing, the discovery that is currently pending and in process will be

frustrated due to the Defendants failure to provide full and complete responses to the discovery requests.

Allowing the continuance of the February 11, 2025, hearing, will provide Plaintiff with sufficient time tc

compel responses to ongoing Interrogatories and receive responses to Requests for Production of

Documents, Special Interrogatories, and Request for Admissions, which discovery is currently pending.

Said Motion to Continue Hearing is based upon California Code of Civil Procedure $2024.050,

this Notice and Motion, the Memorandum of Points and Authorities and the Declaration of William C.

Neasham submitted in support of this motion.

"(a) On motion of any party, the court may grant leave to complete discovery proceedings, or to

have a motion concerning discovery heard, closer to the initial trial date, or to reopen discovery after a

'ay 19, 2025, is the date currently set for the next Case Management Conference.
Minute Order dated November 11, 2024

'laintiff's initial discovery was propounded on August 8, 2024, but was not answered until after the
Court's November 22, 2024 Ruling on the Stay. The Court's Stay ruling did not specify a response date
and Plaintiff's counsel agreed to a 30-day time to respond (to December 23, 2024). On November 26,
2024; however, Defendants then filed the instant motion and set the February 11, 2025 hearing date
without consultation to Plaintiff.

2
NOTICE OF MOTION, MOTION TO CONTINUE HEARING AND POINTS AND AUTHORITIES
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new trial date has been set. This motion shall be accompanied by a meet and confer declaration

under Section 2016.040.

(b) In exercising its discretion to grant or deny this motion, the court shall take into consideration

any matter relevant to the leave requested, including, but not limited to, the following:

(I) The necessity and the reasons for the discovery." (California Code of Civil Procedure

6 ss2024.050(a) and (b)(1)).

As a result of the Defendants prolonged response time and their incomplete responses, Plaintiff

has been unable to proceed with the discovery process. Plaintiffs will be greatly prejudiced without

ample time to compel full and complete responses to the discovery requests because said responses will

10

12

assist Plaintiff with opposing Defendants Motion to Compel Arbitration and Stay.

Based upon the facts and evidence cited above, Plaintiff Western Hills Water District requests

that this court continue the February 11, 2025, hearing on Defendants Motion to Compel Arbitration and

13 Stay to May 19, 2025 or such other date as the court may have available.

14 Pursuant to Local Rule 3.01, Tentative rulings will be issued on law and motion matters the court

15

16

17

19

day prior to the hearing date. Tentative rulings can be accessed on the Internet at

https://www.stanislaus.courts.ca.gov/ after I:30 p.m. You may request a hearing on a law and motion

matter by calling the calendar line at (209) 530-3162 prior to 4:00 p.m. or by e-mailing at

civil.tentatives stanct.org. E-mail requests must be made prior to 4:00 p.m. AND confirmed by return

e-mail. If you do not receive a confirmation e-mail from the clerk, you MUST call (209) 530-3162 to

20

21

request your hearing. If you request a hearing on a law and motion matter, you must also notify the

opposing party or their counsel of yoiu. request.

22

23

24

25

26

Dated: January 14, 2025 NEASHAM & KRAMER LLP

Bgy, 6~ KkA /—
Patricia Kramer

27

28

3
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POINTS AND AUTHORITIKS

Plaintiff filed its Complaint on April 19, 2024. Service was by execution ofNotice and

3 Acknowledgement of Receipt on July 10, 2024, by Sarah Hartman, attorney for each of the Defendants.

To date, no responsive pleadings have been filed.

5 There are six parties involved in this motion; namely Plaintiff, a California public agency water
6 district; and Defendants World International, LLC, a Delaware limited liability company; Three60, LLC.

a Delaware limited liability company; Guillermo Marrero; Carmen Kearney aka Carmen Millan

Kearney; and Douglas Kcarney.

BACKGROUND
10

21

The legal issues in this case are complex and stretch over a span of over 20 years. They involve

determining the validity of the May 2009 Addendum to the Master Agreement to Provide Water, Sewer

and storm Drainage between Western Hills Water District and World International LLC.

On or about May 14, 2009, the Addendum to the Master Agreement was purportedly approved by

and between the Western Hills Water District and World International, which substantially changed and

altered the obligations of World International under the Court and County approved Master Agreement.

Plaintiff alleges that the Addendum should be held void ab initio due to prohibited unlawful conduct in

violation of Government Code $ 1090, et seq. Defendants dispute the validity of the Addendum to the

Master Agreement and claim that they are not liable for damage because of the Assignment, Assumption

&, Release Agreement executed by World and Angels Crossing on/about April 24, 2020. It is still

unknown whether it will be necessary to add or substitute additional parties in the case.

World International, LLC and Three60, LLC were required by the Addendum to the Master

Agreement to advance funds for operational costs to Western Hills Water District. They have

subsequently failed to perform this and other duties and have breached the Master Agreetnent which was

executed on June 4, 1998.

PENDING DISCOVKRY

On August 8, 2024, Plaintiff served Form Interrogatories-General, Set No. One to each

Defendant via US Mail. Thereafter Defendants Gled a "Motion to Compel Arbitration and to Stay

Action" on August 9, 2024, with a hearing date set for December 13, 2024. Responses to the Form

4
NOTICE OF MOTION, MOTION TO CONTINUE HEARING AND POINTS AND AUTHORITIES
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10

12

13

14

15

16

18

19

20

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

Interrogatories were due on September 12, 2024. Responses were not timely served. Instead, Defendants

each served unverified "Statements Regarding Form Interrogatoides" on September 12, 2024. Other than

their several subsequent stay motions, Defendants have not answered the underlying Compliant or the

First Amended Complaint.

Defendants'Statements Regarding Form Interrogatories" improperly claimed that discovery

was premature because the Defendant filed a Motion to Stay Discovery and/or to Compel Arbitration

after the date the discovery requests were served, and the motion was pending. Despite the pending

motion, Defendants did not seek a stay of discovery pending a hearing on the motion and there was no

stay of discovery imposed prohibiting Defendants from responding to discovery.

These unverified "Statements" did not contain objections suppoited by statute or case law. (CCP

$2030.240) Thus, all objections to the discovery requests, including objections based on attorney-client,

attorney work and taxpayer privileges were waived at that time (CCP Ij2030.290).

On September 19, 2024, Defendants filed a Motion for an Order Staying Discovery and/or for a

Protective Order which was set for hearing on October 9, 2024. The Motion was continued to October

25, 2024, and thereafter a second time to November 22, 2024.

On November 22, 2024, the Court granted the Motion in part and denied the motion in part. In

summary the Court held "As for Moving Defendants'riginal argument—that all discovery should be

stayed because it is in the interest of justice and judicial economy—The Court finds it unpersuasive.

Plaintiff' pleading raises issues of serious concern for the public, and those concerns warrant prompt

exploration."

On November 23, 2024, Defendants filed a second Motion to Compel Arbitration and Stay

Action, alleging that arbitration is required by the Addendum to the Master Agreement. The hearing is

currently set for February 11, 2025.

On December 3, 2024, William Neasham, counsel for Western Hills Water District and Marsh

Bragdon agreed that Defendants would have until December 23, 2024, to serve responses to the

outstanding Form Interrogatories. Defendants did not ask, nor did Plaintiff agree to revive an

opportunity to make objections that had already been waived. On December 23, 24, and 30, 2024

5

NOTICE OF MOTION, MOTION TO CONTINUE HEARING AND POINTS AND AUTHORITIES

RA010



I Defendants served verified responses and objections to Plaintiff s Form Intenogatories, Set No. One.

2 Plaintiff found Defendants responses to be insufficient, incomplete, and evasive.

3 The parties have been actively engaged and in the course of propounding discovery; however, due to

4 the trial schedules of Plaintiff s attorneys and incomplete responses by Defendants, Plaintiff s attorneys

5 require additional time to compel and receive completed responses.

6 Said Motion to Continue Hearing is based upon California Code of Civil Procedure ss2024.050,

7 the Notice and Motion, this Memorandum of Points and Authorities and the Declaration of William C.

8 Neasham submitted in support of this motion.

9 "(a) On motion of any party, the court may grant leave to complete discovery proceedings, or to

10 have a motion concerning discovery heard, closer to the initial trial date, or to reopen discovery after a

11 new trial date has been set. This motion shall be accompanied by a meet and confer declaration

12 under Section 2016.040.

13 (b) In exercising its discretion to grant or deny this motion, the court shall take into consideration

14 any matter relevant to the leave requested, including, but not limited to, the following:

15 (I) The necessity and the reasons for the discovery." (California Code of Civil Procedure

16 Ij2024.050(a) and (b)(1)).

17 CCP sS2024.050, provides the court may grant leave to complete discovery proceedings when there is

18 a necessity and need for further discovery, despite Plaintiff s diligence in initiating and propounding

19 discovery responses.

20 Because of the upcoming Hearing on Defendants Motion to Compel Arbitration and Stay, the

21 Plaintiff requests that the Motion to Continue be heard on shortened time and will be filing an Ex Parte

22 application for an Order Shortening Time.

23

Dated: January 14, 2025 NEASHAM Ec KRAMER LLP

25

26

27

0~~J
Patricia Kramer

28

6
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William C. Neasham, CSB ¹72078
Patricia I&amer, CSB ¹ 155484
Chad A. Vierra, CSB ¹255801
Neasham & Kramer LLP
Attorneys at Law
340 Palladio Parkway, Suite ¹535
Folsom, CA 95630
Tel: (916) 853-8030/ Fax (916) 853-8039
nkramer@neashamlaw. corn
cvierra@heashamlaw.corn

Attorneys for Plaintiff
WESTERN HILLS WATER DISTRICT

10

SUPERIOR COURT OI'HK STATE OF CALIFORNIA

IN AND FOR THE COUNTY OF STANISLAUS

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

WESTERN HILLS WATER DISTRICT, a )

California public agency water district, )

Plaintiff, )
)

)
V. )

)

WORLD INTERNATIONAL, LLC, a Delaware
)
)

limited liability company; THREE60 LLC, a )
Delaware limited liability company; ANGELS
CROSSING LLC, a California
limited liability company; GUILLERMO
MARRERO, CARMEN KEARNERY aka )
CARMEN MILLAN KEARNEY, DOUGLAS )
KEARNEY, and DOES 1-100, inclusive, )

Defendants. )
)
)
)

I, Patricia I&amer, declare as follows:

Case No. CV-24-003049

MEET AND CONFER DECLARATION
OF PATRICIA FRAMER IN SUPPORT
OF PLAINTIFF'S MOTION TO
CONTINUE THK FEBRUARY 11, 2025
HEARING

[Served concurrently with Notice of Motion
and Motion to Continue February 11, 2025,
Hearing; Meinorandum of Points and
Authorities; [Proposed] Order for Motion to
Continue Hearing]

Date: February 7, 2025
Time: 8:30 a.m.
Dept.: 22
Judge: The Hon. Stacey Speiller

25

26

27

1. I am an attorney at law, duly admitted to practice in the laws of the State of California. I am

employed with the law offices ofNeasham & Kramer LLP, attorneys of record for Plaintiff

Western Hills Water District herein. I make the following statements ofmy own personal

knowledge and if called upon as a witness, I would competently testify as set forth herein.

I
MEET AND CONFER DECLARATION OI'ATRICIA KRAMER ISO MOTION

Electronically Filed
1/14/2025 6:35 PM
Superior Court of California
County of Stanislaus
Clerk of the Court
By: Angela Mesa, Deputy

RA012



2. Plaintiff filed its Complaint on April 19, 2024. Service was effected upon execution ofNotice

and Acknowledgement of Receipt on July 10, 2024, by Sarah Hartman, attorney for each of the

Defendants. To date no Defendants have filed responsive pleadings.

3. On August 8, 2024, Plaintiff served Form Interrogatories-General, Set No. One to each

Defendant.

10

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

4. On September 3, 2024, Marsh Bragdon, Esq. and William C. Neasham, Esq, corresponded via

electronic mail regarding the pending discovery. Mr. Neasham advised Ms. Bragdon, that if she

required additional time extending the time to respond, to please let me know. We have received

no request for additional time to respond.

5. Responses to the Form Interrogatories were due on September 12, 2024. Responses were not

timely served. Instead, Defendants each served an unverified "Statement Regarding Form

Interrogatories" on September 12, 2024.

6. On September 19, 2024, Defendants filed a Motion for an Order Staying Discovery and/or for a

Protective Order which was set for hearing on October 9, 2024. That motion was continued on

three (3) times to November 22, 2024.

7. After the court's ruling on Defendant's Motion for an Order Staying Discovery and/or for a

Protective Order, Marsh Bragdon and Mr. Neasham corresponded via electronic mail on

December 3, 2024. We agreed that Defendants would have until December 23, 2024, to serve

responses to the outstanding Form Interrogatories. Defendants did not ask for a waiver, nor did

Plaintiff agree to revive an opportunity to make objections that had already been waived.

8. Defendant Guillenno Marrero, Carmen Kearney, and Douglas Ikearney served verified responses

on December 23, 2024. Plaintiff finds Defendants'esponses to be insufficient, incomplete and

evasive.

24

26

28

9. Defendants World International, LLC and Three60, LLC served verified responses on December

24, 2024 but subsequently re-served the same verified responses on December 30, 2024. Plaintiff

finds Defendants'esponses to be insufhcient, incomplete and evasive.

10. On January 10, 2024, I served Meet and Confer letters regarding each of the Defendants

responses to the discovery requests, demanding that further responses without objections are

2
MEET AND CONFER DECLARATION OF PATRICIA FRAMER ISO MOTION
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necessary. Plaintiff set a deadline of Januaiy 27, 2025, for Defendants to serve further responses

to the requests.

11. Attached hereto as Exhibit A is a true and correct copy of Mr. Neasham's Meet and Confer

letter to Sarah Hartman, Esq. regarding Defendants Motion to Compel Arbitration. Plaintiff

requested that Defendants stipulate to continue the February 11, 2025, hearing to May 19, 2025,

in order to further complete discovery.

12. As of the date this motion is filed, we have not received a response to my Meet and Confer

Letter.

10

13. On January 13, 2025 Plaintiff served additional discoveiy on Defendants.

14. Attached hereto as Exhibit B are true and correct copies of Plaintiff s Request for Admissions

and Request to Admit Genuineness of Document to Defendant Guillenno Manero [Set No.

12 One].

13

14

15. Attached hereto as Exhibit C are tme and correct copies of Plaintiff s Request for Admissions

and Request to Admit Genuineness of Documents to Defendant Cannen Kearney [Set No. One].

15

16

16. Attached hereto as Exhibit D are true and conect copies of Plaintiff s Request for Admissions

and Request to Admit Genuineness of Documents to Defendant Douglas Keaniey [Set No. One].

17 17. Plaintiffs have diligently tried to further the discovery process through multiple correspondences

18 and meet and confer letters.

19

20

21

I declare under penalty of per]ray that under the laws of the State of California that the foregoing is true

and correct. Executed this~ day of January 2025 at Folsom, California,

22

23

24

Patricia Kramei

25

26

27

28

3
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NEASHAM H KRAMERL.P
390 Pattadio Parkway, Soi te 535 ~ Fnlsom, California 95630ATTORNEYS AT LAW

Tek (9i6) 853-8030 Fax: (9)6) 853-8039
January 10, 2025 Wes paso:)tttp// wn ix.neashamlaw.rom

Sarah G. Hartman, Esq.
Jeffer Mangels Butler & Mitchell LLP
3 Park Plaza, Suite 1100
Irvine, California 92614

VIA ELECTRONIC MAIL
SGHrartmangtjmbm.corn

In re: Western Hills Water District v, Wor ld Inter national LLC, et al
Stanislaus Superior Court Case Nos CV-24-003049
Meet and Confer re: Motion to Comoel Arbitration

Dear Ms. Hartman:

The purpose of this letter is to meet and confer with you regarding your clients'otion to
Compel Arbitration. The motion is currently set for Februaty 11, 2025. As you know we have
propounded discovery and have only just received discovery responses within the last week to 10
days. We are in the process of nieeting and confer ing with you regarding deficiencies in the
responses and will either require supplemental responses or a motion to compel. Similarly, we
have propounded additional discovery which is being served under separate cover.

I am writing to request a continuance of the Motion to Compel arbitration to May 2025
when the next Case Management Conference is set. This will allow us to obtain responses and
supplemental responses to the pending discovery before the Court makes a determination that
could stay additional portions of the case. I am required to meet and confer with you before filing
a Motion to Continue the hearing.

Please advise if you are agreeable to the continuance. If so, you can either request the
date to be changed or we can prepare a stipulation and submit it to the court requesting an
alternate date for the motion. Likewise, please advise if you are not agreeable as I must report
our meet and confer efforts to the Could with my motion.

As always, I remain open to discussing this with you further if you desire to do so.

William C. Neasham

cc: Mark Is'.ovich

WI-IWD Board President

RA016
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William C, Neasham, CSB N2078
Patricia IQamer, CSB 8'155484
Chad Vierra, CSB I]255801

2 NEASHAM k IOIAMBR LLP
340 Palladio Par]&way„Suite 535
Polsom, California 95630
Tel: (916) 853-8030; Pax: (916) 853-8039

4 pkram~er ~tqaas~hx]ttw,corn

Aitornevs for Plaintiff„
WESTERN HILLS WATER DISTRICT

6

10

SUPERIOR COURT Ol THE STATE Ol CALIFORNIA

IN AND I&'OR THK COUNTY OF& STANISLAUS

11 WESTERN HILLiS WATER DISTRICT» ) Case No CV.24 pp3p49
12

Plainliff,
13 ) PLAINTIEP WESTERN HILLS WATE&,R.

E&nd )
)

DISTRICT'S REQUEST I&"OR

) ADMISSIONS AND REQUK&ST TO
ADMIT GENUINE&NESS OEDelaware limited liabiKty company,'

16 TIIRBB60 LLC, a Delaware limited liability ) DOCUMX&NTS TO DEPENDANT
company; ANGEI.S CROSSING LLC, a ) GUILLERMO MARI&',RRO

17 California limited liability company;
GUII,LBRMO MARRE»RO, CARMEN ) (SET NO ONE]

18 KL'ARNBY aka CARMEN MILLAN )
KBARNEY, DOUG&LAS I&BARNEY, and )
DOES 1-100, inclusive, )

)
Defendant. )

21 )
)

PROPOUNDING PARTY; P]a]ntiff WESTERN HH,I.S WATER DISTRICT

RESPONDING PARTY: Defendant GUILLBRMO MARRERO

24 SET NO.: ONB (I)
25

26 Pursuant to California Code of Civil Procedt&re section 20131, et seq., Plaintiff WESTERN

27
HILLS WATER DISTRICT hereby requests Defendant GUII,I,BRMO MARERRO ("Defendant") to

28
provide full and complete admissions to the following requests for admission and for genuineness of

I
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documents within 30 days of service of this request, If the response is anything other than an unqualified

admission, Defendant is directed to admit as much of the request as may be admitted and provide a full

and complete explanation as to why the request cininot be admitted in its entirety, pursuant to the

accompanying 'form interrogatories. Pursuant to Cahfornia Code o'f Civil Procedure section 2033,420

Plaintiffwill seals its atl,orneys''ees arid costs fi.'om Defendant if he fails to arlmit the truth of the

following matters and Pl&dntlff thereafter incur attorneys'ees to prove the sanie.

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

REOUL&STS K&OR ADMISSION

REVUE&ST FOR ADMISSION NO, I i

Admit that between September 4, 2008 and December 17, 2020, YOU (as used herein the term

"YOU" and "YOUR&" refers to Defendant Guillernio Marrero) were an attorney at law licensed by the

State of California.

~«&" llKST &&0« A&&&&«S«&ON «&&. 2

Admit that between September 4, 2008 and December 17, 2020, YOU had an ownership interest

in IPG (as used herein the term "IPG" refers to International Practice Group P.C,).

RKOUEST K&OR ADMISSION NO. 3:

Admit that between September 4, 2008 and December 17, 2020, YOU had a. 100% ownership

interest in IPG (as used herein Ihe term "IPG" refers to International Pmctice Group).

REOUEST lrOR ADMISSION NO. 4;

Admit that at any point in time between September 4, 2008 and December 17, 2020, JPG

performed legal services for WORLD (as used herein the term WORLD refers to Defendant World

International LLC),

~RE UKST I&'OR ADM~ISION NO. 5:

Admit tliat at any point in tune between September 4, 2008 and December 17, 2020, IPG

performed legal services for TTIREK&60 (as used herein the term TI.IRBB60 refers to Defendant Three60

LLC).

///
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10

13

18

'l9

20

RKOUEST FOR ADMISSION NO. 6:

Admit that at any point in time between September 4, 2008 and December 17, 2020, YOU

performed legal services 1'or WORLD,

REOUKST FOR ADMISSION NO. 7:

Arhnit that at any point in time between September 4, 2008 and Deoember 17, 2020, YOU

performed legal services for. THREK60.

RKOUKST FOR ADMISSION NO. 8:

Admit that at any point in time between September 4, 2008 and December 17, 2020, YOU had a

financial interest iu WORLD business acquisitions unrelated to WHWD,

B~EUEST BOR ADMISSIAN NO. 9:

Admit that at any point in time between September 4, 2008 and Deoember 17, 2020, YOU were

a party to property transactions involving WORLD unrelated to WHWD,

REOUEST FOR ADMISSION NO, 10;

Admit that at any point in time between September 4, 2008 and December 17, 2020, YOIJ billed

WORLD for legal work YOU performed for World International LLC.

REOUKST FOR ADMISSION NO. 11:

Adtnit that at any point in time between September 4, 2008 aod December 17, 2020, YOU billed

THRKK60 for legal work YOU performed for Three60 LLC,

REOUEST FOR ADMISSION NO, 12:

Adnut that at any point in time between September 4, 2008 and Decanter 17, 2020, YOIJ

received compensation from any source for legal work YOU performed for World international LLC.

1WOUEST l OR ADMISSION NO, 13:

Admit that at any point in thne between September 4, 2008 and December 17, 2020, YOU

received compensation from any source fm legal work YOIJ performed for Three60 LLC.

RKOUKST FOR ADMISSION NO,14:

Admit that at any point in time between September 4, 2008 and December 17, 2020, IPG

received compensation from any source for legal work YOU performed for World International LLC.

3
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10

13

RE4iHJEST FSOR ADMISSION NO, 15;

Admit that at any point in time between September 4, 2008 and December 17, 2020, IPG

received compensation ft om any source for legal worlr IPG performed for World International LLC.

RKOUKST EOR ADMISSION NO. 16:

Admit that at any point in time between September 4, 2008 and December 17, 2020, IPG

received compensation from any source for legal worl& YOU performed for Three60 LLC,

RKOUKST FIOR ADMISSION NO. 17;

Admit that at any point in time between September 4, 2008 and December 17, 2020„1PG

received compensation from any source for legal worlr IPG performed for Thrce60 LLC,

R~RDRSI FOII ADMISSION NO. IS:

Admit the document attached hereto as ATTACHMEINT 1 is a true and correct copy of the

BANKRUPTCY ORDER (as used herein the term "BANKRUPTCY ORDER" means and refers to

the Order filed September 16, 2008 in the Diablo Grande Limited Partnership Chapter 11 Bankruptcy

Action in the US Baolrruptcy Court for the Eastern District of California (Modesto Division) Case No,

15 08-90365)

l6

17

18

l9

20

23

1~1'KST FIOR ADMISSION NO. 19:

Admit the document attached hereto as 'LI'XHISIT A to the BANKRUPTCY ORDER filed

September 16, 2008 in ATTACHMENT 1 is a true and correct copy of the Agreement for Purchase and

Sale of Diablo Grande Stanislaus County dated September 4, 2008 (itereafter M DG PURCHASE SALE

AGRLI" LI"MLI" NTM).

RKtrUKST FIOR ADMISSION NO. 20:

Adnrit that YOIJ executed the DG PURCHASES SALE AGREEMFI.NT Ls WORLD's aitorney-

in-fact.

RViAF IJFI,ST. FOR ADMISSION NO, 21".

Admit that at any point in time between September 4, 2008 and December 17, 2020, YOU

executed documents on behalf of WORI D as its attorney-in-fact,

RRIIDR BITTFOR ADMISSION NO. II:

Admit tlrat there is a leg;d difference between au "aRorney at lawM aud an Mattorney-in-fact.M

4
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1 RRQUFI.ST FOR ADMISISION NO, 23:

2 Admit that WORLD executed a Power ofAttorney authorizing YOU to act as its "attorney-in-

3 fact,"

4 ~RE KST Ii'OR ADMISSION NO. 24.'

Admit that when YOU executed the DCE PURCHASK SALKi AGRKKMKNT as WOHI.D's

6 attorney-in-fact, YOU acted as WORLD's agent in an official capacity.

7 REIOUKST FiOR ADMISSION NO. 25:

8 Admit that at any point in time between September 4, 2008 and December 17, 2020, YOU billed

9 WORLD for YOUR attendance at WHWD (as used herein the term DWHWDD refers to Western Hills

10 Water District) board meetings,

11 Rli"OUKS'I'iOR ADMISSION NO. 26:

12 Admit that at any point in time between September 4, 2008 and December 17, 2020, IPG billed

13 WORLD for YOUR attendance at WHWD (as used herein the term DWHWDD refers to Western llills

14 Water District) board meetings.

15 ~RE IJEST SOR ADMISSION NO. 2'I:

16 Admit that at any point in time between September 4, 2008 and December 17, 2020, YOU

17 received compensation from WORLD for YOUR attendance at WHWD board meetings.

ltl REOIES'I" SORADM~IBSION 0,22:

19 Admit that at any point in time behveen September 4, 2008 and December 17, 2020, IPG

20 received conIpensation from WORI.D for YOUR attendance at WFIWD board meetings,

21 RFi.gUKST FOR ADMISSION NO, 29:

22 Admtt that YOU did not inform WHWD that YOU were being compensated by WORLD to

23 attend Hoard meetings between November 8, 2008 and December 17, 2020,

24 R~K& UKIviT l?OR ADMISSION NO. 30:

25 Adhnit that YOU did not inform WHWD that IPC was being compensated by WORLD for your

26 attendance at Wl-'IWD Board Meetings between November 8, 2008 and December 17, 2020,

27 ///
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~RI" UKST FOR ADMISSION NO. 31:

Admit the docuntent attached hereto as ATTACIIMENT 2 is a true and correct copy of thc

MASTER AGRKKMKNT (as used herein the term "MASTER AGRKKMKNT" refers to the Master

Agreement to Provide Water, Sewer and Storm Drainage Services between Western Hills Water District

and Diablo Grande Limited Partnerslup dated June 4, 1988),

REOUKST FOR ADMISSION NO. 32:

Admit that YOU are not a, party to the MASTER AGREEMENT in your in&hvidual capacity.

10

13

14

15

17

19

20

23

2,6

Admit that the MASTER AGRKKMKNT does not contain an arbitration clause.

REOUEST FOR ADMISSION NO. 34;

Admit the document attached hereto as ATTACHMENT 3 is a true and conect copy of the

ADDENDUM (as used herein, the tertn "ADDENDUM" means and refers to the Addendum to Master

Agreement to Provide Water, Sewer and Storm Drainage Services dated May 14, 2009 to the MASTER

AGRKFMENT).

IR~EUKST FOR ADMISSION NO, 35:

Admit that YOU drafted thc language for thc ADDENDUM to thc MASTER AGREEMENT.

l~W& UKST FOR ADMISSION NO. 36;

Admit that YOU participated in drafting the language for the ADDLrNDUM to the MASTER

ACRKKMENT.

RL~rKST FOR ADMISSION NO. 37;

Admit that YOU negotiated the terms for the ADDENDUM to the MASTER AGREEMENT,

REOUKST FOR ADMISSION NO, 38:

Admit that YOU participated in discussions pertaining to the ADDENDUM to the MASTER

AGRKKMLr NT,

RKOUES "I'OR ADMISSION NO. 39:

Admit that an attonzcy employed by IPG ptu'ticipated in rlraRing the language for the

ADDENDUM to the MASTER ACRKKMKNT.

6
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10

14

16

22

24

RKOUKST I"OR ADMISSION NO. 40

Admit that an attorney employed by WORLD participated in drafting the language for the

ADDKN9UM to the MASTER AGRKKMKNT.

RKOUEST POII A9MISSION NO, 41;

Admit that an attorney employed by TIIRKK60 pm'ticipated in drafhng the language for the

ADDENDUM to the MASTER AGRKKMKNT.

RKOUKST IIOR ADMISSION NO. 42'I

Admit that IPG billed WORLD for legal services to draft the language for the ADDENDUM to

the MASTER AGREEMENT.

R~KUKST EOR ADMISSION N~O4:

Admit that YOU are not a party to the ADDENDUM in yoIIr individual capacity,

~RK UKST KOR ADMISSION NO. 44;

Admit that Del'endant CARMKN KEARNEY is not a party to the ADDENDUM in her

individual capacity,

RK UKST I/OR ADMISSION NO, 45:

Admit that DOUGLAS ICKIARNEY is not a, party to the A99KN9UM in his individual

capacity.

REOUKST li'OR ADMISSION NO. 46;

Admit that THRKK60 11.C is not a party to the ADDK'NDUM,

RK UKST EOR ADMISSION NO. 47:

Admit that the arbitration clause at paragraph m(3) in the ADDENDUM limits tubitration to

disputes atdsing out of Section 7 of the ADDENDUM.

RKOUEST EOR ADMISSION NO, 40:

Admit that the KANKRUPTCY ORDER approved the sale of Diablo Cnande to WORLD.

REOUEST IIOR ADMISSION NO, 49:

Admit that the BANKRUPTCY ORDER required WORLD to assume the duties of Diablo

Grande uncler the MASTER AGRKEMKNT.

7
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~RK UKST FOR ADMISSION NO. 50:

Admit that tbc Section 2.3 of the DG PURCHASE SALK AGRKEMKNT attached as Exhibit

A to the BANI&RUPTCY ORDER required WORLD to notify Diablo Grande in writing not later than

September 15, 2008 of'the Material Contracts Buyer was preparerl to assume.

REQUEST KIOR ADMISSION NO, 51:

Admit that the MASTER AGRKKMKNT is listed as a "Material Agreement" on Schedule 1 of

the 9G PURCHASE SALK( AGRKIKMKNT,

II SIR O SOS 8 78 INCISORRADMI 8 8 ION No. SI:

Admit that the Seotion 2,3 of the DG PURCHASE SALK AGRKEMKNT attached as Exhibit

A to the BANI&RUPTCY ORDER required otltat Buyer shall in, «ll events assume t'e contract with

the Western Wits Water District llsterl on. Sc/tedule 2 /sereto,o

I~IS OR 8 SOR AOMISSION No. SS:

Admit that Schedule 2 to the 9G I'URCHASK SALE AGRKKMEINT attached as Exhibit A to

the BANI&RUPTCY OIU)KR identifies NWestern IIllls Water Distrtct PAID) /stcj docuntent relating

to water, seiver arid storm drain services, including costs ofoperating and maintaining water supply

systems, enti tlenient to walerfront Kern County Water Agency and any& other sources and avatlahitt(V

ofwaterforfuture development."

~rIORSs roR AoMISRIoN No. Io
Adinit tliat the Paragraph 2.5(a) to the 9G PURCHASKI SALLI AGRKKMKNT attached as

Exhibit A to the BANI&RIJPTCY ORDKIR states that the "documents and informaiion in Seller'

possession which Buyer deems material to the purchase of the Property, including without lindtation the

documents listed on Exhibit B attacherl hereto."

RKrrUKST FOR ADM1SSION NO. 55:

Admit Ihat Exhibit B to the DG PURCHASE SALK AGRKKMKNT, attached as Exhibit A to

the DANI&RUPTCY ORDKIR, identifies the "Master Agreement to Provide Wsler, Sewer and Storm

Drainage Services (WIIWD/DO)",

8

REQUEST FOIr ADMISSIONS AND ADMISSIONS RB GENUINENESS OP DOCUMENTS
PROM WESTERN HILLS WATER DISTRICT TO DBPBNDANI.'UILLBRMO MARFRRO,

ISET ONLR]

RA025



10
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14
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RKOUEST K&OR ADMISSION NO. 56&

Admit that the DG PURCIIASK SALK AGRKKMKNT, attached as Exhibit A to the

BANKRUPTCY ORDER, re«luired WORLD to assume the "Master Agreement to Provide Water,

Sewer and Stoim Drainage Services (WHWD/DG)".

REIEUKST FOR ADMISSION NO. 5"/:

Admit that WORLD gave notice to Diablo Grande on/about September 15, 2008 that it was

assuming Diablo Grande's duties under tbe "Master Agreement, to Provide Water, Sewer and Stoirm

Drainage Services (WIIWD/DG)",

REOUK&ST FiOR ADMISSION~NO 8:

Admit that there was no legal necessity for WHWD to approve the ADDENDUM in or«ler for

V&%IWO to continue providing its water„sewer and storm drainage services,

R~EUESUIIORADSOSSION NO, SS:

Admit tlrat there was no legal necessity for WIIWD to add an arbitration clause at paragraph

m(3) in the ADDKNDUM in order for WIIWD to continue providing its water sewer and storm

«lraiilage sei'vices.

RU'&&UESY IOR ADMISSION NO, IS,

Admit that there was no legal necessity for WIIWD to approve the arbitration clause at

paragraph m(3) in the ADDENDUM in order for WIIWD to continue providing its water sewer and

stoim drainage services.

R~EUKST I&'OR ADMISSION NO. 61;

Admit that in 2009, in order to be qualified as a candidate, WI-IWD Directors were required to be

U.S. Citizens,

REOUEST.FOR ADMISSION NO. 62:

Admit that at the time Carmen I&carney voted to approve the ADDENDUM on May 14, 2009,

she was nol. a U,S. Citizen,

9
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1 RXIOUKST RIOR ADMISSION NO. 63:

2 Admit that ATTACEIMXINT 4 hereto is a true and correct copy of the AAIISR AGRKKMXINT

3 (as used herein the term IIAA686R AGREEMENT" n&cans the Assignment, Assumption and Release

4 Agreement dated effective April 30, 2020),

5 REIIUEST FOR ADMISSION NO, 64;

6 Admit that YOU are not a party to the AAd'DR AGRKI.KMENT in your individual capacity,

7 RKOUEST FOR ADMISSION NO. 65:

8 Admit that Defendant CARMEN KEARNEY is not a party to tire AAIISR ACRKKMFNT in

9 her individual capacity.

IS RRI3IIRSI I'OR ADMSSSION NO. 66:

11 Admit that DOUGLAS IMIARNKY is not a patty to the AAkR AGRELI'MII".NT in his

12 individual capacity.

13 RLrtr U~IsT FoR ADMIssIop NO, 67:

14 Admit that the AAdkR AGRXIXIMKNT does not contain an arbitration clause,

15 RK UKSTFORADMISSIONNO,68I

16 Admit that between September 4, 2008 and December 17, 2020, YOU were WORLD's agent.

17 1~1K UX3ST FOR ADMISSION NO, 69;

18 Admit that between September 4, 2008 and December 17, 2020, YOU were WORLD'

19 attorney,

20 RXSOUKST I&ORADMISSION ~O. 7;
21 Admit that between September 4, 2008 and December 17, 2020, YOU were WORLD'

22 representative.

23 RRIIOROSRSSSOARDIMISIONNOII.

24 Admit that between September 4, 2008 snd December 17, 2020, YOU were WORIRD's advisor.

25 1~1K IJLI'ST RIOR ADMISSION NO, 72:

26 Admit that between September 4, 2008 and December 17, 2020, YOU were WORLD'

27 consultant.

28 ///
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RKOUKST FOR ADMISSION NO. 73;

Admit that between September 4, 2008 and December 17, 2020„YOI1 we& e WORI.D's agent

pertaining to WORLD's performance regarding its AGRE&EMKNTS (as used herein, the term

"AGRKEMl&)NTS" refers collectively to the MASTER AGREEMENT and ADDE&NDUM) with

WHWD,

RU&OUEST K&OR ADMISSION NO. 74:

Admit that between September 4, 2008 and December 17, 2020, YOU were WORLD's attorney

pertaining to WORLD's performance regarding its AGRE&KMK&NTS with WHWD.

& EIEUEST FO« A&&&&«88&0&& «0. 75:

10

14

17

19

20

21

Admit that between September 4, 2008 and December 17, 2020, YOU gave legal advice to

WORLD pertaining to WORL9's performance regarding its AGREE&MENTS with WHWD.

REOUE&ST FiIIR ADMISSION NO. 76:

Admit that between September 4, 2008 and December 17, 2020, YOU were WORL9's

representative pettaining to WORLD's performance regarding its AGREKML&'NTS with WHWD.

R~KUKST I&'OR ADMISSION NO. 77;

Admit that between September 4, 2008 &utd December 17, 2020, YOU were WORLD's advisor

pertaining to WORL9's per fomance regarding its AGREK&MKNTS with WHWD,

RKOUEST FOR ADMISSION NO. 78:

Admit that between September 4, 2008 and December 17, 2020, YOU were WORl D's

consultant pertaining to WORLD's performance regarding its A.GRKKMKNTS with WHWD.

RK&OUKST I&'OR ADMISSION NO, 79;

Admit that YOU drafted the language for the AA&R AGREEMENT.

RKOUKST I&'OR AJ)MISSION NO. 80:

Admit that YOU participated in drafting the language for the AA&R AGREL&'MENT.

RKOUKST K&OR A9MISSION NO. 81:

Admit (hat YOU participaterl in the preparation of the AA &R AGRKKMKNT.

~RR UK&STFORADMISSIONNO,82:

Admit that YOU negotiated the terms and conditions of the AA&R AGRE&KMKNT.

11
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10

20

21

25

26

IIE&OUKST I&'OR ADMISSION NO. 83;

Admit that an attorney employed by IPG pwticipated in drafting the language for the AA&R

AGREEMENT.

R~KUKST F&OR ADMISSION NO. 84:

Admit that attorney Carolina Juarez was employed by IPG in 2020.

R~&OUKST FOR ADMISSION NO. 85:

Adntit that Carolina Juarez participated in draNng the language in the AA&R AGREE&MENT,

RKOUKST FOR ADMISSION NO, 86;

Admit that IPG billed WORLD for Carolina Juarez's work drafting the AA&R

AGRE&E&MENT,

RKOUKST FOR ADMISSION NO. 87:

Adnut that IPG billed WORLD for legal services to draft the language for the AA&R

AGRKKME&NT.

RFOUKST I&'OR ADMlSSION NO. 88:

Admit that WORLD paid IPG at least $ 13,085 to drait the AA&R AGRLIE&MENT in 2020.

~14'E&ST I&O'R AD~MI SION NO. 89;

Admit that in addition to receiving a $5,000 payment per month, YOU received additional

amounts from WORLD that YOU rlid not disclose on your I'orm 700s.

RE UKST FOR ADMISSPON NO. 90:

Admit that in adlditiou to receiving a $5,000 paytnent per month, IPG also billed WORLD

$ 1,300 for YOUR review of the AA&R AGRL&KMKNT.

&~&K USSY I"OR A&&M&SSIO&& NO. 9&:

Admit tlrat YOU received compensation irom IPG in 2020.

~RK UKST I'OR ADMISSION NO. 92,

Admit that $ 165,000 IPG billed to WORLD/THRE&K60 for legal services was transferred to

ANGELS CROSSING as part of'the DG PURCHASE SALK AGRE&KME&NT,

I~IX UE&ST F&OR ADMISSION NO. 93:

Admit that YOU signed the AA&R AGRKEMKNT on behalf of WHWD as Board President,

12
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I RKOUEST FOR ADMISSION NO. 94:

Admit that YOU received $35,000 out of the funds that were paid to WORLD from the sale of

the property to ANGELS CROSSING.

RKOUEST FOR ADMISSION NO. 95:

Admit that IPG received $35,000 out of the funds that were paid to WORLD from the sale of

the property to ANGELS CROSSING.

RKOUEST FOR ADMISSION NO. 96:

Admit that when YOU signed the AA&R AGREEMENT on behalf of WHWD as Board

President, YOU understood the language of the AA&R AGREEMENT required that the Buyer

10

17
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22

ANGELS CROSSING to indemnify and hold YOU harmless from any claims arising out of the

MASTER AGREEMENT.

REOUEST FOR ADMISSION NO, 97:

Admit that when YOU signed the AA&R AGREEMENT on behalf of WHWD as Board

President, YOU understood the AA&R AGREEMKNT provided that WHWD would release YOU and

hold YOU harmless from any claims arising out of the MASTER AGREEMENT.

REOUK&ST FOR ADMISSION NO. 98:

Admit that when YOU accepted appointment to the WHWD Board of Directors, you undertook

a fiduciary duty to act in the best interests of WHWD.

REOUEST FOR ADMISSION NO. 99:

Admit that when YOU signed the AA&R AGREEMENT on behalf of WHWD as Board

President, YOU understood the AA&R AGREEMENT provided that WHWD released WORLD from

any claims arising out of the MASTER AGREEME&NT.

23

24

25

26

27

Dated: January 12, 2025 NEASHAM & KRAMER LLP

PATRICIA KRAMER
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PR.OOE Or SERVICE

I, Katherine R. Gott, declare that:

10

1 am employed in the County of Sacrameuto, State of Califorma, I am over the age of eighteen
years and am not a party to this action; my business address is 340 Palladia Parkway, Suite 535, Folsom,
California 95630. Ivly electronic service address is kgott@neashsmlaw,corn

On January 13, 2025, I served a cony of the foreuoinu document(s) described herein as
PLAINTIIiTi WESTFRN IIILLS WATIR DISTRIC 'S REQUEST EOR ADMISSIONS AND
REQUEST TO ADMIT GENUINENESS Ol" DOCUMENTS TO DEFENDANT GUILLERMO
MARRERO [SET NO. ONE] on the interested party(ies) nanted below addressed as follows:

Sarah G. Eiattman, Hsq,
Jeffex Mangels Butler Ik Mitchell LLP
3 Parle Plaza, Suite 1100
Irvine, CA 92614-2592
SGIIattmanQimbm.corn
markadarus@jmbm,corn
clodIez@imbm.corn

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

~ (MAIL) I am readily familiar with my employer's business practice for collection and processing
ofcorrespondence for mailing vvith the United States Postal Service. By following ordintuy business
practice, I placed a true copy thereof enclosed in a sealed envelope for collection and mailing with thc
United States Postal Service where it would be deposited for first class delivery, postage fully prepaid,
in the Uuited States Postal Service that same clay in the ordinary course of business.

~ (OVERNIGEIT DLxLIVERY) Depositing a copy of the above document(s) in a box or other
facility regularly maintained by ELrDEX, in an envelope or package designated by EEDEX with
clelivery fees paid.

( XX ) (ELECTRONIC) Ilasecl on a court order or an sgreetnent of the parties to accept service by e-
mail or electronic transmission, I caused the documents to be sent to the person(s) at the e-mail
adctxesses(es) listed above, I did not receive, within a reasonable time ager the transmission, any
electronic message or other indication that the trxmsmission was unsuccessful.

I declare under penalty ofperjury under the laws of the State of California that the foregoing is
true and correct and that this declaration was executed on January 13, 2025, at Folsom, California,

I&atherine R. Gott

PROOF OF SBRVICB
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William C, Neasham, CSB 1172078
Patricia IGamer, CSB II155484
Chad Vierra, CSB 1&&255801

2 NEASHAM'& KRAMBR LLP
340 Palladio Parkway, Suite 535
Folsom, California 95630
Tel& (916) 853-8030,'ax: (916) 853-8039
gkramertuueaKhamlaw,corn

Attorne s for Plaintiff,

6
WESTERN IIILLS WATER DISTRICT

10

SUPE&RIOR COURT OF THE STATF&. OF CALIF&ORNIA

IN AND FOR THE COUNTY OF STANISLAVS

11 WESM~ HILLS WATER DISTRICT& ) Case No Cy 24 003049
12

Plaintiff,
13 ) PLAINTIFF WESTERN HILLS WATE&R

14 )
DIS'INDICT'S REQUEST I& OR
ADMISSIONS AND REQUEST TO
ADMIT GENUINENESS, OFDelaware limited liability company; )

16 TIIREE60 LLC, a Delaware limited liability ) DOCUMENTS TO DEFE&NDANT
company; ANGBLS CROSSING LLC a ) CARME&N KKARNKY

17 California limited liability company; )
GUILLERMO MARRBRO, CARMBN ) [SET NO. ONK]

18 KEARNBY aka CARMEN MII„LAN )
I&XARNBY, DOUGLAS KEARNEY, and )
DOES 1-100, inclusive, )

)
Defendant. )

PROPOUNDING PARTY; Plaintiff WESTERN HILLS WATER DISTRICT

RESPONDING PARTY: Defendant GUILLHRMO MARRBRO

24 SET NO,. ONH (1)

25

26 Pursuant to California Code of CIYil Procedure section 20131, et seq„Plaintiff WESTERN

I-IILLS WATER DISTRICT hereby requests Defendant CARMBN KHARNBY aka CARMBN

28
MILLAN KEARNEY (hereafter "CARMBN KEARNHY" or "Defendant") to provide full and coinplete

1

RBIIUBST I"'OR ADMISSIONS AND ADMISSIONS RB GBNUINBNBSS OP DOCUMBNTS
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adinlssions to the following requests for admission and for genuineness of documents within 30 days of

service of this request. If the response is anything other than an unqualified admission, Defendant is

directed to admit as much of the request as may be admitted and provide a full and complete explanation

as to why the request cannot be admitted in its enth'ety, pursuant to the accompanying form

interrogatories, Pursuant to California Code of Civil Procedure section 2033.420 Plaintiff will seek its

attorneys'ees and costs from Defendant if she fails to admit the truth of the following matters and

Plair tiff thereafter incur attorneys'ees to prove the same.

10

11

12

13

14

16

16

17

1 ii

19

20

21

22

23

24

26

26

27

28

RKOUESTS FOR ADMISSION

RKOUEiST FOR ADMISSION NO, I:

Admit that at any point in time between March 24, 2009 and December 2, 2020 YOU (as used

herein the term "YOU" and "YOUR" refers to Defendant CARMEN KKARNEi 7) were employed by

WORLD (as used herein the term WORLD refers to Defendant World International LLC).

RKOUEiST FOR ADMISSION NO. 2:

Admit that at any point in time between March 24, 2009 and December 2, 2020 YOU were

employed by WORLD as its ChiefFinancial Officer,

RKOUKST FOR ADMISSION NO. 3:

Adroit that at any point in time between March 24, 2009 and December 2, 2020, YOU received

Gnancial coinpensation from WORLD.

RKOUKST FOR ADMISSION NO. 4:

Admit that YOU were appointed as WHWD (as used herein the term "WHWD" means and

refers to the Western iiills Water District) Director on March 27, 2009,

REiOUKST FOR ADMISSION NO, 5:

Admit the document attached hereto as LPXHIBIT A to the BANKRUPTCY ORDER Gled

September 16, 2008 in ATTACHMENT I is a true and correct oopy of the Agreement for Purchase and

Sale of Diablo Crrande Stanislaus County dated Mai'ch 24, 2009 (hereafter " DH PURCHASE SALK

AC RKKMKNT").

RKOUEST FOR ADMISSION NO, 6:
2
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Admit that at auy point in time between March 24, 2009 and December 2, 2020, YOU received.

compensation from WORLD for YOUR attendance at WHWD board meetings.

3 REOUEST FOR ADMISSION NO. 7.

Admit that at any point in time between March 24, 2009 and December 2, 2020, in addition to

your compensation as Chief Financial Offtcer, YOU received payment from WORLD for YOUR

attendance at WHWD board meetings.

REOUKST POR ADMISSION NO. 8:

Admit that YOU dirl not inform WHWD that YOU were being compensated by WORLD to

attend Board meetings.

10

12

14

17

18

24

26

26

28

REOUKS'F F&OR ADMISSION NO. 9:

Admit the document attached hereto as ATTACHMEN'F 2 is a true and correct copy of the

MASTER AGREEMENT (as used herein the term "MASTER AGREEMKNT" refers to the Master

Agreement to Provide Water, Sewer and Storm Drainage Services between Western Hills%ster District

and Diablo Grande Limited PaItnership dated June 4, 1988),

R~KUKST IIOR ADMISSION NO. 10:

Admit that YOU are not a party to the MASTER AGREKMKNT in your individual capacity,

REQUEST FOR ADMISSION NO. 11:

Admit that the MASTER AGRKEMKNT does not contain an arbitration clause,

R~KVKST FiOR ADMISSION NO, 12:

Admit the document attached hereto as ATTACHMENT 3 is a true and correct copy of the

ADDENDUM (as used herein, the term "ADDENDUM" means and refers to the Addendum to Master

Agreement to Provide Water, Sewer snd Storm Drainage Services dated May 14, 2009 to the MASTER

AGREEMKNT)

RKOUEST KOR ADMISSION NO. 13:

Admit that YOU are not a party to the ADDENDUM in your individual capacity,

RKOUEST F&OR ADMISSION NO. 14:

Admit that Defendant GUILLKRMO MARERRO is not a party to the ADDENDUM in her

individual capacity,

3
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1 REOUEST Ii'OR ADMISSION NO. 15:

2 Admit that DOUGLAS KKARNEY is not a parly to the ADDENDUM in his individual

3 capacity,

4 REiOUEST FOR ADMISSION NO, 16;

5 Admit that THRKK60 LLC is not a party to the ADDENDUM.

6 RE&OUKST FOR ADMISSION NO. 17I'

Admit that the arbilration clause at paragraph m(3) in the ADDEiNDUM limits arbitration to

8 disputes arislng out of Section 7 of the ADDE&NDUM,

9 RKOUKST FOR ADMISSION NO, 18;

10 Admit that the BANKRUPTCY ORDER approved. the sale of Diablo Grande to WORLD,

11 RL&'OUEST FOR ADMISSION NO. 19:

l2 Admit that the BANKRUPTCY ORDER required WORLD to assume the duties of Diablo

13 Grande under the MASTER AGREEMEiNT.

14 RKOUEST FOR ADMISSION NO. 20;

15 Admit that the Section 2.3 of the DG PURCHASE SALK AGRE&K&MENT attached as Exhibit

16 A to the BANKRUPTCY ORDEiR required WORLD to notify Diablo Grande in writing not later than

17 September 15, 2008 of the Material Contracts Buyer was prepared to assume,

18 RFOUEST riOR ADMISSION NO. 21;

19 Admit that lhe MASTER AGRKEiME&NT is listed as a "Material Agreement" on Schedule 1 of

20 the DG PURCHASE SALK AGRKLi'MENT,

21 RKOUEST I&'OR ADMISSION NO, 22:

22 Admit that the Section 2,3 of the DG PURCHASE& SALE& AGRE&E&MENT attached as Exhibit

23 A to the BANKRUPTCY ORDKR required "that Bayer shall ln ell events assame the contract with

24 the Western Hills Water District listed on Schedale 2 hereto."

25 RKOUEST FOR ADMISSION NO. 23;

26 Admit lliat Schedule 2 to the DC PURCHASK SALE& AGRKEMEiNT attached as Exhibit A to

27 the BANKRUPTCY ORDER identifies aWestern Hills Water District (WHD) docament relating to

28 water, sewer encl storm drain services, tnclarllng costs ofoperating end maintatning n&ater supply

4
REQUEST FOR ADMISSIONS AND ADMISSIONS RB GENUINENESS OF DOCUMENTS
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10

17

19

20

27

systems, entltlentent to Ivaterfrom Ecru County Frater Agency and any otlter sources and availability

of Ivaterforfuture development."

R~EUKST FOR ADMISSION NO. 24:

Admit that the Paragraph 2.5(a) to the DG PURCHASE SALK AGRKEMKNT attached as

Exhibit A to the BANKRUPTCY ORDER states that the "docmnents and information in Seller'

possession which Buyer deems material to the purchase of the Property, including without limitation the

doouments listed on Exhibit B attached hereto,"

REOUKST FOR ADMISSION NO, 25:

Admit that Exhibit B to the DG PURCIIASE SAI.F. AGREEMENT, attached as Exhibit A to

the BANKRUPTCY ORDER, identifies the "Master Agreement to Provide Water, Sewer and Storm

Drainage Services (WHWII/DG)",

REOUKST FOR ADMISSION NO, 26:

Admit that the DG PURCHASE SALE AGREEMENT, attached as Exhibit A to the

BANKRUPTCY ORDER, required WORLD to assume the "Master Agreement to Provide Water,

Sewer and Storm Drainage Services (WIIWD/IIG)",

RKOUEST FOR ADMISSION NO. 27:

Admit that WORLD gave notice to Diablo Grande on/about September 15, 2008 that it was

assuming Diablo Grande's duties under the "Master Agreement to Provide Water, Sewer and Storm

Drainage Services (WI-IWD/DG)",

REOUKST FOR ADMISSION NO. 28:

Admit that there was no legal necessity for WHWD to approve the ADDLrNDUM in order for

WHWD to continue providing its water, sewer and storm drainage services.

.RKOUKST FOR ADMISSION NO. 29:

Adknit that there was no legal necessity for WHWD to add an arbitration clause at paragraph

m(3) in the ADDENDUM in order for WHWD to continue providing its water sewer and storm

drainage services,

5
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1 RE&QUEST FOR ADMISSION NO. 30:

2 Admit that there was no legal necessity for WHWD to approve the arbitration clause at

3 paragraph m(3) in the ADDENDUM in order for WHWD to continue providing its water sewer inid

4 storm drainage services.

5 REQUEST FOR ADMISSION NO, 31:

6 Admit that in 2009, a candidate for director of WHWD was required to be a U,S, Citizen,

7 RE&QUEST FOR ADMISSION NO. 32!

8 Admit that at the time YOU voted to approve the ADDENDUM on May 14, 2009, YOU were

9 not a U.S, Citizen,

10 REQUEST FOR ADMISSION NO. 33:

11 Admit that ATTACHMENT 4 hereto is a true and conect copy of the AAAR AGREEMENT

12 (as used herein the term aAAAR AGREEMENT" means the Assignment, Assumption and Release

13 Agreement dated efFective April 30, 2020).

14 REQUEST FOR ADMISSION NO. 34:

15 Admit that YOU are not a party to the AAdrR AGRKiK&MENT in your individual capacity,

16 REQUEST FiOR ADMISSION NO. 35:

17 Admit that Defendant GVILLKRMO MARKRRO is not a pmty to the AAAR AGRKEMKNT

1S in his individual capacity.

19 REQUEST FOR ADMISSION NO. 36:

20 Admit that DOUGLAS I&KARNEY is not a party to the AAkR AGREKMKNT in his

21 individuid capacity,

22 REQUEST FOR ADMISSION NO. 37:

23 Admit that the AAdkR AGREEMENT does not contain an arbitration clause,

24 REQUEST FOR A.DMISSION NO, 38;

25 Admit that between March 24, 2009 and December 2, 2020, YOU were WORLD's agent.

26 REQUEST I'OR ADMISSION NO. 39:

27 Admit that between March 24, 2009 and Deceinber 2, 2020, YOU were WORLD'

2S representative.

6
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1 REQUEST FOR ADMISSION NO. 40:

2 Admit that between March 24,2009 and December 2, 2020, YOU were WORLD'

3 representative on the WHWD Board of Directors.

4 RKOUKST FOR ADMISSION NO. 41:

5 Admit that between Maroh 24, 2009 and December 2, 2020, YOU were WORLD's advtsor,

G REQUEST FOR ADMISSION NO, 42:

7 Admit that between March 24, 2009 and December 2, 2020, YOU were WORLD's consultant,

8 REQUEST FOR ADMISSION NO. 43;

9 Admit that between March 24, 2009 and December 2, 2020, YOU were WORLD's agent

10 pertaining to WORLD's performance regarding its AGREEMENTS (as used herein, the term

11 "AGRKKMENTS" refers collectively to the MASTER AGREEMENT and ADDENDUM) with

12 WIIWD,

13 REQUEST FOR ADMISSION NO. 44'.

14 Admit that between March 24, 2009 and December 2, 2020, YOU were WORLD'

1S representative pertaining to WORLD's performance regarding its AGREEMENTS with WHWD.

16 REQUEST FOR ADMISSION NO. 45:

17 Adnut that between Maroh 24, 2009 and December 2, 2020, YOU were WORLD's advisor

18 pertaining to WORLD's perfonnance regardhrg its AGREEMENTS with WIIWD.

19 REQUEST FOR ADMISSION NO. 4&i:

20 Admit that between March 24, 2009 and December 2, 2020, YOU were WORLD's consultant

21 pertaining to WORLD's performance regarding its AGRKKMKNTS with WHWD.

22 REQUEST FOR ADMISSION NO. 47;

23 Admit that YOU participated in drafting the language for the AA&R AGRKKMKNT.

24 ~RE UKST FOR ADMISSION NO. 48:

25 Admit that an attorney employed by IPG participated in drafting the language for the AAAR

26 AGRKEMKNT,

27 REQUEST FOR ADMISSION NO, 49:

28 Admit that Carolina Juarez paitioipated in drafting the language in the AAAR AGREEMENT,

7
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REOUKST FOR ADMISSION NO.50:

2 Admit that GUILI KRMO MARKRRO paitic]pated in drafting the language in the AAkR
3 AGREEMENT.

4 RKOUKST FOR ADMISSION NO, 51:

5 Admit that YOU voted to approve the AAkR AGREEMENT.

6 REOUKST FOXt ADMISSION NO, 52:

7 Admit that when YOU voted to approve the AAkR AGREEMENT, YOU understood the

language of the AAkR AGRKKMKNT required that the Buyer ANGELS CROSSING to indemnify

9 and hold VOU harmless fiom any claims arising out of the MASTERAGRKKMKNT.

10 RKOUEST 'FOR ADMISSION NO. 53:

11 Admit thai when VOU voted to approve the AAkR AGRKKMKNT, VOU understood the

12 AAkR AGRKKMKNT provided that %HVVD would release YOU and hold VOU harmless from any

13 claims arising out of the MASTER AGRKEMKNT.

14 RKOUKST FOR ADMISSION NO. 54:

15 Admit that when VOU accepted appointment to the WHO'D Board ofDirectors, you undertook

16 a fiduciary duty to act in the hest interests of%HVFD,

17 RKOUKST FOR ADMISSION NO, 55i

18 Adinit that when YOU voted. to aPProve the AAkR AGRKEMKNT, VOU understood the

19 AAkR AGRKKMKNT provided that %HWD would release %ORLD from any claims arising out of

20 the MASTER AGRKEMKNT.

21 Dated: Ianuary 12, 2025 NEASHAM k KRAMER LLP

PATRICIA KRAMKR

8
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PROOF OF SERVICE

I, Katherine R. Gott, declare that:

I am employed in the County of Sacnunento, State of California. I am over the age of eighteen
years and am not a pasty to this actibn; my business address is 340 Palladio Parkway„gidte 535„Folsom,California

95630; My electronic service address is kgott neasItnmiaw,corn

On Jauuaiy 13, 2025, I served a copy of the foregoing document(s) described herein ns
PLAINTNF %ESTERN HILLS %ATKR DISTRICT"8 RKQIJEST FOR ADMISSIONS AND
REMI)EST TO ADMIT GLINUINKNKSS OF DOCUMENTS TO DEFENDANT CARMEN
KEARNS [SET NO, ONK] on the interested party(ies) named below addressed as follows:

Sarah Ck Hartman, Bsq.
Jeffer Mangels Butler k Mitchell I,LP
3 Park Plaza, Suite 1100
Irvine, CA 926142592
8GHnitmn~n'mba,c
innrkadan'isNimbm.corn
clonez{ihimbm,corn

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

~ (IVIAIL) I am readily familiar with my employer's business practice for collection and processing
of correspondence for mailing with the United States Postal Service, By following ordinNy business
practice, I placed a true copy thereof enclosed, in, a sealed eitveiope for collection nnd mailing with the
United States Postal Service where it would be deposited for first class dehveiy, postage fully prepaid,
in the United States Postal Service that same dny in the ordinwy course ofbusiness.

~ (OVERNIGHT DKLIVKRV) Depositing a.copy of the above document(s) in a bmc or other
facility regularly maintained by FKDKX, in an envelope or paciougn designated by FKDKX with
delivery fees paid.

( XX J (ELECTRONIC) Based on a, cotirt order or an ngreetnent of the parties to accept service by e-

mail or electronic trmisnussion, I caused tire documents to be sent to the person(s) at the e-mnil

addresses(es) listed above, I did not receive, within a reasonable time atter the nunsmission, any
electronic message or other indication that the transmission was unsuccessful,

I declare under penalty ofperjury under the laws of the 8tate of California that the foregoing is

true and correct nnd that this declaration was executed on January 13, 2025, at Folsom, California,

Katherine R. Gott

I
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William C, Neasbam, CSB II72078
Patricia IG.'amer, CSB ti155484
Chad Vierra, CSB N55801
NBASHAM ds KRAMHR LLP
340 Palladio Paricway, Suite 535
Folsom, California 95630
Tel; (916) 853-8030; Fax: (916) 853-8039
I&1&ram

er~a3)cas]IIL14aw,corn

Attorneys for Plaintiff,
WBSTBRN I-IILLS WATER DISTRICT

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

2'3

24

25

26

27

28

SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

IN AND FOR THK COUNTY OF STA'NISLAUS

WESTERN HILLS WATBR DISTRICT) ) Case No CY 24 pp3p49
)

Plaintiff, )
) PLAINTIFF WESTERN HILLS WATER

and .. ~

DISTRICT'S REQUEST FOR
ADMISSIONS AND REOUKST TO

WORLD INTHRNA'FJONAL, LLC, a ) ADMIT GENUINENESS OFDelaware limited']iabiiIty company; )
TIIREH60 LI.C, a Delaware limited liability ) DOCUMENTS TO DEFENDANT
company; ANGELS CROSSING LLC a ) DOUGLAS KKARNKY
California ]in)]ted liability company; )
GUILLF3IMO MARHERO, CARMEN )
I&BARNEY aha CARMHN MILLAN )
I&BARNEY, DOUGLAS KBARNHY, tu)d )
DOHS 1-100, inclusive, )

)
Defendant. )

)
)

PROPOUNDING PARTY; Plaintiff WESTERN HILl,S WATER DISTRICT

RBSPONDING PARTY; Defendant DOI J(iLAS I&BARNEY

SHT NO.. ONB ('1)

Pursuant to California Code of Civil Procedure section 20131, et seq., Plaintiff WESTERN

HILLS WATER DISTRICT hereby requests Defendant DOUGLAS I&BARNEY (hereafter "DOUGLAS

KEARNEY" or "Defendant.") to provide full and con)piete admissions to the following requests for
1
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aclmission and for genuineness of documents within 30 days of service of this request. If the response is

iaiything other than an urrqualifred admission, Defendant is direoted to admit as much of the request as

niay be admitted carel provicle a lldl and complete explanation as to why the request cannot be achnilted

in its entirety, pursuant to the accompanying form interrogatories. Piusuant to California Code of Civil

Procedure section 2033,420 Plaintiffwill seek its attorneys'ees and costs from Defendant if he fails to

admit the tcuth of the following matters arid Plaintiff thereafter incur altorneys'ees to prove the same,

8

9

10

ll

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

REOUESTS FiOR ADMISSION

REiOUEiST Ii'OR ADMISSION NO. I I

Adinit that at any point YOU (as used herein the terms "YOU" and "YOUR" refer to Defendant

DOUCLAS IIEARNEiY) were appointed as a Director to tbe rrYHWD Board of Directors (as used

herein the term "WHWD" means rnid refers to Plaintiff Western I-Iills Water Distriot) on July 1, 2010,

RLi'OUFiST FiOR ADMISSION NO. 2:

Admit that at any point in time between. July 1„2010 and June 5, 2020 YOU were employed by

WORLD (as used hernia the term WORLD refers to Defendant World International LLC),

REOUKi~ST Fi R ADMISSION NO,S:

Admit that at any point in time between July 1, 2010 and June 5, 2020 YOU were employed by

WORLD as a Field Manager.,

REiOIJEST FOR ADMISSION NO, 4;

Admit that at any point in time between July 1, 2010 and June 5, 2020, YOU received financial

compensation fi'om WORLD,

UKiST IiORADMISSIONNO, Si

Admit the document attached hereto as E&XIIIBIT A to the SANIii:RUPTCY ORDLiR filed

September 16, 2008 in ATTACIIMEiNT I is a tiara and correct copy of the Agreement for Piuchase and

Sale of Diablo Grande Stanislaus County dated July 1, 2010 (hereafter " DC PURCIIASKi SALE

ACREFi,MENT").

///
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18
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RLFOUEIST RIOR ADMISSION NO, 6;

Admit that at any point in time between July 1, 2010 and June 5, 2020, YOU received

compensation from WORLD for YOUR attendance at WHWD board meetings,

RKOUKST FOR ADMISSION NO. 7,

Admit that at any point in time between July 1, 2010 and June 5, 2020, in addition to your

compensanon as Field Manager, YOU received payment from WORLD for YOUR attendance at

WJ IWD board meetings,

~RW URSISORSDMISSIONNO.S:

Admit that YOU did not inform WIIWD that YOIJ were being compensated by WORLD to

attend Board meetings.

i~1K VKST RIOR ADMISSIONNO. 9;

Adntit the document attached hereto as ATTACIIMKNT 2 is a true and correct copy of the

MASTEIR AGREIKMKNT (as used herein the term "MASTER AGRKKMEINT" refers to the Master

Agreement to Provicle Water, Sewer and Storm IJrainage Services between Western Hills Water IJistrict

and Diablo Grande Limited Partnership dated Junc 4, 1988).

RRIIUURUSI NOR SDM~ISMON NO. I'.

Admit that YOU are not a party to the MASTER AGRLI'EIMLI"NT in your individual capacity.

RKOUKST FOR ADMISSION NO. 11

Admit that the MASTLIR AGRKKMKNT does not contain an arbitration clause,

~I'VEUEIST FIOR ADMISSION NO, 12:

Adroit the document attached hereto as ATTACLIMKNT 3 is a true and correct copy of the

ADDENDUM (as used herein, the term "ADDKNDUMM means and refers to the Addendum to iviastcr

Agreement to Provide Water, Sewer and Storm Drainage Services dated May 14, 2009 to the MASTER

AGREEIMKNT).

~RE& UKST lrOR ADMISSION NO. 13:

Admit that YOU are not a party to the ADDKNDUM in your individual capacity,

3
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1 ~REQUEST FOR ADMISSION NO. 14;

Admit that Defendant GVILLKRMO MAIIKRRO is not a party to the ADDENDUM in her

individual capacity.

~RE ULIST FOII ADMISSION NO. 15;

Admit that CARMKN l&EARNKY is not a patty to the ADDENDUM in his individual

capactty.

RKOUKST FOR ADMISSION NO, 16:

Admit that THRKK60 LLC is not a party to the ADDENDUM.

~RLl UEST FOR ADMISSION NO, 17;

10

12

14

16

20

22

24

Admit that ihe arbilration clause at paragraph m(3) in the ADDENDUM limits arbitrahon to

disputes arising out of Section 7 of the ADDENDUM.

RK&OUKST llOR A9MISSION NO, lg;

Admit that the BANKRUPTCY ORDER approved the sale ofDiablo Grande to WORLD,

R~KUKST FOR ADMI'SSION NO. 19:

Adntit that thc BANKRUPTCY ORDER required WORL9 to assume the duties ofDiablo

Grande under the MASTER AGRKKMKNT.

R~EUEST FOR ADMISSION NO, 201

Admit that the Section 2.3 of the 9G PURCHASE SALK AGRKKMKNT attached as Bxhibit

A to the BANKRUPTCY ORDI&".R required WORI 9 to notify Diablo Grande in writing not later than

September 15, 2008 of the Material Contracts Buyer was prepared to assume.

BEOUE'ST IiOWADMI~SSYON N . 21:

Adndt that the MASTER AGRKKMKNT is listed as a "Material Agreemenf'n Schedule 1 of

the DG PURCHASE SAI.Lr AGRFKMKNT,

~RK UKST FOR ADMISSION NO. 22;

Admit tltat the Section 2,3 of the DG PURCHASE SAI K AGRKKMKNT attached as Fxhibit

A to the BANKRUPTCY ORDER required "that 1hiyer shall in all events assume the contract with

the W~estern Hills IVater 9tvtrtct tistetl vn Scherlule 2 hereto,

"'BQUBST

POI& ADMISSIONS AND ADMISSIONS RB OBNUINBNBSS OF DOCUMBNTS
PROM WBSTBRN HII LS WATBR DISTRICT TO DBFBNDANT DOI JOLAS RBARNBY

lSI.T ONBl
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10

12

13

14

15

RKOUEST II OR ADMISSION NO. 23:

Admit that Schedule 2 to the DG PURCHASL&'ALE AGREKIMEINT attaohed as Exhibit A to

the BANKRUPTCY ORDER identifies IIIVestern Hills II'ster District (IVHD) rlocument relaling to

water, sewer andstorm drain services, i~eluding costs ofoperating «nd maintaining water supply

systems, entitlement to water'rom liern Cormty Wnter Agency and any ottrer sources and availability

ofwaterfor future rtevetopment."

REOUKST EOR ADMISSION NO. 24:

Admit that the Paragraph 2,5(a) to the DG PURCHASE SALE AGREEMENT attached as

Exhibit A to the BANKRUPTCY ORDEIR states that the "documents and information in Seller'

possession which Buyer deems material to the purchase of the Property, including without limitation the

documents listed on Exhibit 8 attached hereto."

RKOUT'ST FOR SDMISSION MI. M:

Admit that Exhibit B to the DG PURCIIASII'ALE AGREKMKNT, attached as Exhibit A lo

the BANKRUPTCY ORDER, identifies the "Master'greement to Provide Water, Sewer and Storm

Drainage Services (WIIWD/DG)".

I I RKI2UKST FOR ADMISSION NO. 26:

Admit that the DC PURCIIASLI SALE AGRKKMKNT, attached as Exhibit A to the

18

20

23

24

BANKRUPTCY Olu)KR, required WORLD to assume the "Master Agreement to Provide Water,

Sewer and Storm Drainage Services (WHWD/DO)",

REOUES'I'rOR ADMISSION NO, 27:

Admit that WORLD gave notice to Diablo Crrande on/about September 15, 2008 that it was

assuming Diablo Grande's duties under the "Master Agreement to Provide Water, Sewer and Stoim

Drainage Services (WIIWD/DO)".

RKOUIKIT I"OR ADMISSION NO. 28:

Admit that there was no legal necessity forWIIYtrD to approve the ADDENDUM in orrler for

Wl-IWD to continue providing its water, sewer and storm drainage servioes,

28

5

RBQUHST POR. ADMISSIONS AND ADMISSIONS RH GBNUINBNHSS OP DOCUMBNTS
PROM WHSTVRN IIILI S WATBR DISTRICT TO DPPBNDANT DOUGLAS I&BARNEY
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1 RKOUKST FOR ADMISSION NO. 29r

2 Admit that there was no legal necessity for WIPUVD to add an arbitration clause at paragraph

3 m(3) in the ADDL)NDUM in order for WHWD to continue providing its water sewer and storm

4 drainage services,

5 RErOUFsST FOR ADM1SSION NO, ~ltr

6 Admit that thero was no legal necessity for WHWD to approve the arbitration clause at

7 paragraph m(3) in the ADDErNDUM in order for WHWD to continue providing its water sewer and

8 storm drainage services.

9 RErOUKST Fr()R ADMISSION NO, 31:

10 Admit that ATTACHMENT 4 hereto is a nore and con ect copy of thc AAr8rR AGRErLi'MErNT

11 (as used herein the term "AAkR AGRE&KML&"NT" means the Assignment, Assumption and Release

12 Agreement dated effective April 30, 2020).

13 RKOULrST FrOR ADMISSIO'N NO. 32:

14 Admit that YOU arc not a party to the AAdtR AGRKEiMENT in yom individual oapacity.

15 REOUKST FOR ADMISSION NO. 33:

16 Admit that Defendant G UILLKRMO MAR)P!.RRO is not a party to the AArgrR AGRKKMKNT

17 in his individual capacity.

18 REQUEST FrOR ADMISSION NO. 34:

19 Admit that CARMEN KEARNEr Y is not a party to the AAr8tR AGRKKMKNT in his

20 individual capacity,

21 REOUErST FOR ADMISSION NO. 35:

22 Admit that the AAAR AGRE&ErME&NT does not contain an arbitration clause.

23 RErOUKST lr OR ADMISSION NO. 36:

24 Admit that between July 1, 2010 and June 5, 2020, YOU werc WORLD's agent.

25 1~4Ei UKST Ir'OR ADMISSION NO. 3"/:

26 Admit that between July 1, 2010 and June 5, 2020, YOU were WORLD's representative.

27 ///

28 ///

6
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1 ~14K V~NT FOR ADMISSION NO. 38;

2 Admit that between July 1, 2010 and June 5, 2020, YOIJ were WORLD's representative on the

3 WIIWD Board of Dhectors,

4 RKOUEST 1&OR ADMISSION NO. 39;

5 Ad&nit that between July 1, 2010 and June 5, 2020, YOU were WORLD's advisor.

6 ~EQUKST FOR ADMISSION NO. 40:

7 Admit that between,luly 1, 2010 and June 5, 2020, YOU were WORLD's oonsultant,

R~EUEST TORADMISSIONNO. 4&:

9 Admit that between July 1, 2010 and June 5, 2020, YOU were WORLD's agent pertaining to

10 WORLD's performance regarding its AGREEMENTS (as used herein, the term "AGRKKMKNTSM

11 refers collectively to the MASTER AGRK&KMENT and ADDENDUM) with WHWD,

12 REOURS'I''DR ADMISSION NO. 42

13 Admit that between July 1, 2010 and June 5, 2020, YOU were WORLD's represontative

14 pettaining to WORLD's performance regarding its AGRKKMKNTS with WHWD.

15

16 Admit that between July 1, 2010 and June 5, 2020, YOU were WORLD's adlvisor pertaining to

17 WORLD's performance regarding its AGRE&EMK&NTS with WHWD,

I I& RROUE~TtlUR ADMISSION NO 44

19 Admit that between July 1, 2010 and June 5, 2020, YOU were WORLD's consultant pet%sining

20 to WORLD's performance regar&hng its AGRKKMKNTS with WHWD.

2& ~II&EST SOR AIIMISSION NO43'2

Admit that YOU participated in drafting the language for the AAkRAGRE&KMKNT.

23 R~lE UESTSORADM~IS'IONNO.&6

24 Admit that an attorney employed by IPG participated in drafting the language for the AA&tER

25 AGRK&KMK&NT,

26 ~RR UE TSOR ADMISSION NO. 42'.

27 Admit that Cat'olina Juarez participated in drafting the language in the AA&94R AGREEMENT,

28 ///

7
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1 REQUEST FOR ADMISSION NO. 48:

Admit that GUILLERMO MARERRO participated in drafting the language in the AA&R

AGREEMENT.

4 REQUEST FOR ADMISSION NO. 49:

Admit that YOU voted to approve the AA&R AGREEMENT.

REQUEST FOR ADMISSION NO. 50:

Admit that when YOU voted to approve the AA&R AGREEMENT, YOU understood the

language of the AA&R AGREEMKNT required that the Buyer ANGELS CROSSING to indemnify

and hold YOU harntless from any claims arising out of the MASTER AGREEMENT.

10

12

13

15

16

17

REQUEST FOR ADMISSION NO. 51:

Admit that when YOU voted to approve the AA&R AGREEMKNT, YOU understood the

AA&R AGREEMENT provided that WHWD would release YOU and hold YOU harmless from any

claims arising out of the MASTER AGREEMENT.

REQUEST FOR ADMISSION NO. 52:

Admit that when YOU voted to approve the AA&R AGREEMKNT as a WHWD Director,

YOU understood the AA&R AGREEMENT provided that WHWD was releasing WORLD from any

claims arising out ol'he MASTER AGREEMENT.

18

19

70

21

22

73

24

75

26

27

28

Dated: January 12, 2025 NEASHAM & KRAMER LLP~~ i@ .~W
PATRICIA KRAMER

8

REQUEST FOR ADMISSIONS AND ADMISSIONS RE GENUINENESS OF DOCUMENTS
FROM WESTERN HILLS WATER DISTRICT TO DEFENDANT DOUGLAS I&EARNEY

lSET ONE]
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PROOF OF SERVICE

1, Katherine R. Gott, declare that:

I am employed in the County of Sacramento, State of California. I am over the age of eighteen
years and am not a par+ to this action; my business address is 340 Palladio Parkway, Suite 535, Folsom,
California 95630. My electronic service address is kgott@neashamlaw.corn

On Januaiy 13, 2025, 1 served a copy of the foregoing document(s) described herein as
PLAINTIFF WESTERN HILLS WATER DISTRICT'S REQUEST FOR ADMISSIONS AND
REQUEST TO ADMIT GENUINENESS OF DOCUMENTS TO DEFENDANT DOUGLAS
KKARNKY [SET NO. ONE} on the interested party(ies) named below addressed as follows:

10

12

Sarah G. Hartman, Esq.
Jeffer Mangels Butler & Mitchell LLP
3 Park Plaza, Suite 1100
Irvine, CA 92614-2592
S GHartmanaimbm. corn
markadamsMimbnucom
clonezSimbm.corn

13

14

15

16

17

18

~ (MAIL) I am readily familiar with my employer's business practice for collection and processing
of correspondence for mailing with the United States Postal Service. By following ordinary business
practice, I placed a true copy thereof enclosed in a sealed envelope for collection and mailing with the
United States Postal Service where it would be deposited for first class delivery, postage fully prepaid,
in the United States Postal Service that same day in the ordinary course of business.

~ (OVERNIGHT DELIVERY) Depositing a copy of the above document(s) in a box or other
facility regularly maintained by FKDEX, in an envelope or package designated by FEDEX with
delivery fees paid.

19

20

21

( XX g (ELECTRONIC) Based on a court order or an agreement of the parties to accept service by e-
mail or electronic transmission, I caused the documents to be sent to the person(s) at the e-mail
addresses(es) listed above. I did not receive, within a reasonable time after the transmission, any
electronic message or other indication that the transmission was unsuccessful.

22

23

I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of Califonua that the foregoing is
tme and correct and that this declaration was executed on January 13, 2025, at Folsom, California.

25 Katherine R. Gott

26

27

28

1
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Electronically Filed
1/15/2025 3:46 PM
Superior Court of California
County of Stanislaus
Clerk of the Court
By: Angela Mesa, Deputy
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William C. Neasham, CSB ¹72078
Patricia Kramer, CSB ¹ 155484
Chad A. Vierra, CSB ¹255801
Neasham & Kramer LLP
Attorneys at Law
340 Palladio Parkway, Suite ¹535
Folsom, CA 95630
Tel: (916) 853-8030/ Fax (916) 853-8039
ulrramerÃneashamlaw.corn
cvierra@neashamlaw.corn

Attorneys for Plaintiff
WESTERN HILLS WATER DISTRICT

10

SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

IN AND FOR THE COUNTY OF STANISLAUS

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

WESTERN HILLS WATER DISTRICT, a
California public agency water district,

Plaintiff,

V. )

WORLD INTERNATIONAL, LLC, a Delaware
limited liability company; THREE60 LLC, a
Delaware limited liability company; ANGELS
CROSSlNG LLC, a California
limited liability company; GUILLERMO
MARRERO, CARMEN KEARNERY aka
CARMEN MILLAN KEARNEY, DOUGLAS )
KEARNEY, and DOES 1-100, inclusive, )

Defendants. )

I, William C. Neasham declare as follows:

Case No. CV-24-003049

DECLARATION OF WILLIAM C.
NEASHAM IN SUPPORT OF EX-PARTE
APPLICATION RE: MOTION TO
CONTINUE

Date: Friday, January 17, 2025
Time: 8:30 a.m.
Dept.: 22
Judge: The Hon. Stacey Speiller

25

26

27

28

1. I am an attorney at law, duly admitted to practice in the laws of the State of California. I am

employed with the law offices ofNeasham & Kramer LLP, attorneys of record for Plaintiff

Western Hills Water District herein. I make the following statements of my own personal

knowledge and if called upon as a witness, 1 would competently testily as set forth herein.

1

DECLARATION OF WILLIAM C. NEASHAM ISO EX-PARTE APPLICATION

Electronically Filed
1/15/2025 3:46 PM
Superior Court of California
County of Stanislaus
Clerk of the Court
By: Angela Mesa, Deputy
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2. Plaintiff filed its Complaint on April 19, 2024. Service was effected upon execution ofNotice

and Acknowledgement of Receipt on July 10, 2024, by Sarah Hartman, attorney for each of the

Defendants. To date no Defendants have filed responsive pleadings.

3. On August 8, 2024, Plaintiff served Form Interrogatories-General, Set No. One to each

Defendant.

10

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

4. On September 3, 2024, Marsh Bragdon, Esq. and I corresponded via electronic mail regarding

the pending discovery. I advised Ms. Bragdon, that if she required additional time extending the

time to respond, to please let me know. I received no request for additional time to respond.

5. Responses to the Form Interrogatories were due on September 12, 2024. Responses were not

timely served. Instead, Defendants each served an unverified "Statement Regarding Form

Interrogatories" on September 12, 2024.

6. On September 19, 2024, Defendants filed a Motion for an Order Staying Discovery and/or for a

Protective Order which was set for hearing on October 9, 2024. That motion was continued on

three (3) times to November 22, 2024.

7. After the court's ruling on Defendant's Motion for an Order Staying Discovery and/or for a

Protective Order, Marsh Bragdon and I corresponded via electronic mail on December 3, 2024.

We agreed that Defendants would have until December 23, 2024, to serve responses to the

outstanding Form Interrogatories. Defendants did not ask for a waiver, nor did Plaintiff agree to

revive an opportunity to make objections that had already been waived.

8. Defendant Guillermo Marrero, Carmen Ikearney, and Douglas I&carney served verified responses

on December 23, 2024. Plaintiff finds Defendants'esponses to be insuffTcient, incomplete and

evasive.

23

24

25

27

9. Defendants World International, LLC and Three60, LLC served verified responses on December

24, 2024 but subsequently re-served the same verified responses on December 30, 2024. Plaintiff

finds Defendants'esponses to be insufficient, incomplete and evasive.

10. On January 10, 2024, Plaintiff served Meet and Confer letters regarding each of the Defendants

responses to the discovery requests, demanding that further responses without objections are

necessary. Plaintiff set a deadline of January 27, 2025, for Defendants to serve further responses

2
DECLARATION OF WILLIAM C. NEASHAM ISO EX-PARTE APPLICATION
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10

12

to the requests (Attached hereto as Exhibit B is a true and correct copy of Plaintiffs Meet

and Confer Letter).

11. Plaintiff requested that Defendants stipulate to continue the February 11, 2025, hearing to May

19, 2025, in order to further complete discovery.

12. As of the date this motion is filed, I have not received a response to my Meet and Confer Letter.

13. Plaintiff filed a Notice of Motion and Motion to Continue the February 11, 2025 hearing on

January 15, 2025 (Attached hereto as Exhibit C is a true and correct copy of the Motion to

Continue that has been electronically submitted to the court for filing).

14. I notified Defendant's attorney of my intent to appear ex-parte on Thursday, Januaiy 15, 2025

(Attached hereto as Exhibit A is a true and correct copy of my email correspondence to

Sarah G. Hartman, Esq.).

I declare under penalty of perjury that under the laws of the State of California that the foregoing is true

13

14

and correct Executed this 15 day of January 2025 at Folsom, California,

15

16

17

William C. Neasham

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28
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William Neasham

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:

Subject:

Attachments:

William Neasham
Wednesday, January 15, 2025 3:31 PM

Sarah Hartman; Marah Bragdon; Mark Adams
'clopezOjmbm.corn'; Patricia Kramer; Katherine Gott; William Neasham
Re: Western Hills Water District v World, et al. — Notice of Ex Parte Application for Order
Shortening Time
Decl. of Neasham - 011525.pdf; Ex Parte Application — 011525.pdf; Proposed Order—

01 1 525. pdf

Importance: High

Good Afternoon Ms. Hartman and Ms. Bragdon,

Since we have not received a response to our Meet and Confer Letter dated January 10, 2025 regarding
Defendants'otion to Compel Arbitration and Stay Action, we will be appearing Ex-Parte on Friday, January
17, 2025 at g:30 a.m. in Department 22 for an Order Shortening Time. The court has informed me that we may
appear remotely.

This email will be considered your notice of our Ex-Parte Application for an Order Shortening Time on Friday,
January 17, 2025 at g:30 a.m. in Department 22.

We will attach our unfiled papers hereto and subsequently resend them after they are filed as a courtesy.

Sincerely,

William C. Neasham
Attorney at Law
NEASHAM 6f KRAMERim

340 Palladio Parkway, Suite 535
Folsom, California 95630

(916) 853-8030 (telephone)
(916) 853-8039 (fax)
lcnottrnneasll Illll Iw.corn

E-MAIL NOTICE: This e-moil message is for the sole use of the intended recipient(s) nnd mny contain confidential nnd/or privileged information
Any review, use, disclosure or distribution by persons or entities other than the intended recipieni is prohibited. Ifyou are not the intended recipient,
please contact the sender by reply or call our E-mail Administrator directly at (916) 863-8030 nnd then destroy this e-mail nnd nny/all copies. Thank
you.
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NEASHAM H KHAMERLLP
ATTORNEYS AT LAW 380 I'asaaio parkway, Suite 538 Fnlaonu Oxlikrrnia 't 630

'rel. (016) 853-8030 'ax: (9 l6) 885-8039
January 10, 2025 Weh Fagv:http//rvrvvv.neavhamlavv.rnm

Sarah G. Hartman, Esq.
Jeffer Mangels Butler & Mitchell LLP
3 Park Plaza, Suite 1100
Irvine, California 92614

VIA ELECTRGMC MAIL
SGHartmangrjmbm.corn

In re: IVes/era Hills FVa/8) /Dis/cic/ v. IVatdd 1n/8/naiional LLC, 8/ al
Stanislaus Superior Court Case Noc CV-24-003049
Meet and Confer re: Motion to Comnel Arbitration

Dear Ms. Hartman:

The purpose of this letter is to meet and confer with you regarding your clients'otion to
Compel Arbitration. The motion is currently set for February 11, 2025. As you know we have
propounded discovery and have only just received discovery responses within the last week to 10
days. We are in the process ol meeting and confert ing with you regarding deficiencies in the
responses and will either require supplemental responses or a motion to compel. Similarly, we
have propounded additional discovery which is being served under separate cover.

I am writing to request a contimiance of the Motion to Compel arbitration to May 2025
when the next Case Management Conference is set. This will allow us to obtain responses and
supplemental responses to the pending discovery before the Court makes a determination that
could stay additional portions of the case. I am required to meet and confer with you before filing
a Motion to Continue the hearing.

Please advise if you are agreeable to the continuance. If so, you can either request the
dale to be chrnlged or we can prepare a stipulation and submit it to the court requesting an
alternate date for the motion. Likewise, please advise if you are not agreeable as I must report
our meet and confer eft'orts to the Court with my motion.

As always, I remain open to discussing this with you further if you desire to do so.

William C. Neashrant

cc: Mark I&ovich

WHWD Board President
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Willimn C, Neasham, CSB ti 72028
Patricia IQamer, CSB ti 155484
Chad A, Vierra, CSB N55801
Neasham k I@amer LLP
Attorneys at Law
340 Palladio Purl&way, Suite tt535

4 Folsom, CA 95630
Tel.'(916) 853-8030/ Pax (916) 853-8039
plo'amer ~neashanIIaw,corn
cvierra~eashamlaw.corn

Attorneys for Plaintiff
WESTERN IHILLS WATER DISTRICT

10

SUPERIOR COIJRT OF THK STATE OF CALIFORNIA

IN AND FOR TICK COUNTY OF STANISLAUS

11

WBSTERN IIILLS WATER DISTRICT, a
California public agency water district,

13
I'laintiff,

14,

15

i 6 WORLD INTERNATIONAL, LLC, a Delaware
limited liability company; TIIRBB60 LLC, a
Delaware limited liability company; ANGELS
CROSSING LLC, a California
limited liability company,'UII,LERMO

19 MARRBRO, CARMBN I&BARNERY aha
CARMEN MILLAN KEARNBY, DOUGLAS
I&BARNEY, and DOES 1-100, inclusive,

Defendants,

Case No. CV-24-003049

NOTICE OF MOTION AND MOTION TO
CONTINIJK HKARING AND
MEMORANDUM OF I'OINTS AND
AUTHORITIKS

/Served concurrently with Declaration of
Patricia I&ramer; [Proposedj Order
Regarding the February 11, 2025 Hearing]

Date; February 7, 2025
Time. 8:30 a,m.
Dept,: 22
Judge: The l-ion, Stacey Speiller

TO ALL PARTIES AND 'I'HEIR ATTORNKYS OF RKCORD:
23

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that on Februaty 7, 2025, at 8:30 a,m., or as soon thereaiter as the
24

matter msy be heard by the Presiding Judge in Depmtment 22 of the Staoislaus County Superior Court,
25 located at 801 10"'treet, 4es I loor, Modesto California, 95354, PlainiiffWESTERN IIILLS WATER
26

DISTRICT (herein atter "Plaintifi") will move Bte Court for an order to continue the hearing date on
27

Defendants Motion to Compel Arbitration from February 11, 2025, to May 19, 2025 or a date thereafter
28

I
NOTICE OP MOTION, MOTION TO CONTINUE! IIEIAIEING AND POINTS AND AUTEIOIIITII?S
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10

13

17

19

20

21

24

25

26

2/

28

This Motion is timely and in accordance with the IIonorable Stacey Speiller's direction, at the

Case Management Conference on January 6, 2025, to bring a formal motion to request a continuance.

There are Iuultiple parties (Plaintiff and five (5) Defendants) actively involved in written

discovery. Pltdntiff requires more tune to complete discovery prior to the hearing on Notice ofMotion

and Motion to Compel Arbitration and Stay.

Good cause exists to continue the hearing to May '19, 2025'r thereafter. This court has stated,

"Plaintiff's pleading raises issues of serious concern for thc public, and those concerns warrant prompt

exploration," Plaintiffhas previously propounded discovery which will. clarify the parties'elationships

and will substantially affect the outcome of the cotut's ruling on the pending tnotion. In response to the

Court's mling in November 2024 granting a stay in part (severing out the operational expenses issues)

and denying the Defendants'tay request as to all other areas of Plaintiff s discovery requests,

Defendants served hundreds of pages ofblanket objections on/about 12/23, 12/24, and 12/30/2024.

Pltdntiff is now in the process of serving Meet and Confer letters regarding those objections, If the case

is stayed at the February 11, 2025 hearing, tire discovery that is currently pending and in process will be

frustrated due to the Defendants failure to provide full and complete responses to the discovery requests.

Allowing the continuance of the Pebruary 11, 2025, hearing, will provide Plaintiffwith sufficient time to

compel responses to ongoing Interrogatories and receive responses to Requests for Production of

Documents, Special Interrogatories, and Request for Admissions, which discovery is currently pending.

Said Motion to Continue Hearing is based upon California Code of Civil Procedure 52024,050,

this Notice and Motion, thc Memorandum ofPoints snd Authorities and the Declaration ofWilliam C.

Neasham submitted in support of this motion.

"(a) On motion of any part, the court may grant leave to complete discovery proceedings, or to

have a ntotion concerning discovery heard, closer to the initial trial date, or to reopen discovery after a

'ay 19, 2025, is the date ourrently set for the next Case Management Conference.
Minute Order dated November 11, 2024

'laintiffs initial disoovery was propounded on August 8, 2024, but was not answered until after the
Court's November 22, 2024 Ruling on the Stay, The Court's Stay ruling did not specify a response date
and Plaintiff's counsel agreed to a 30-day time to respond (to Deoember 23, 2024), On November 26,
2024; however, Defendants then filed the instant motion and sct the Febmary 11, 2025 hearing date
without consultation to Plaintiff

2
NOTICB OF MOTION, MOTION TO CONTINUE IIBARINO AND POINTS AND AUTIIORITIBS
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new trial date has been set. This motion shall be accompanied by a meet and confer declaration

under Section 2016.040.

(b) In exercising its discretion to grant or deny this motion, the court shall take into consideration

any matter relevant to the leave requested, including, but not limited to, the following:

(I) The necessity and the reasons for the discovery." (Califotuia Code of Civil Procedure

6 ss2024.050(a) and (b)(1)).

As a result of the Defendants prolonged response time and their incomplete responses, Plaintiff

has been unable to proceed with the discovety process. Plaintiffs will be greatly prejudiced without

ample time to compel full and complete responses to the discovery requests because said responses will

10

12

13

14

15

16

17

20

21

22

assist Plaintiff with opposing Defendants Motion to Compel Arbitration and Stay.

Based upon the facts and evidence cited above, Plaintiff Westetu Hills Water District requests

that this court continue the February 11, 2025, hearing on Defendants Motion to Compel Arbitration and

Stay to May 19, 2025 or such other date as the court may have available.

Pursuant to Local Rule 3.01, Tentative rulings will be issued on law and motion matters the court

day prior to the hearing date. Tentative rulings can be accessed on the Internet at

https://www.stanislaus.courts.ca.gov/ after I:30 p.m. You may request a hearing on a law and motion

matter by calling the calendar line at (209) 530-3162 prior to 4:00 p.m. or by e-mailing at

civil.tentativesgr,stanct.org. E-mail requests must be made prior to 4:00 p.m. AND confirmed by return

e-mail. If you do not receive a confirmation e-mail fiom the clerk, you MUST call (209) 530-3162 to

request your hearing. If you request a hearing on a law and motion matter, you must also notify the

opposing party or their counsel of your request.

23

25

26

Dated: January 14, 2025 NEASHAlVI g'. KRAMER LLP

s /A/n
Patricia Kramer

27

3
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POINTS AND AUTLIORITIES

2 Plaintiff filed its Complaint on April 19, 2024. Service was by execution of Notice and
3 Aclrnowledgement of Receipt on July 10, 2024, by Sarah Hartman, attorney for each of the Defendants,
4 To date, no i.esponsive pleadings have been filed,

5 There are six p»srties involved in this motion; namely Plaintiff, a California public agency water
6 district; anil Defendants World International, LLC, a Delaware liinited liability company,'hree60, LLC,

a Delaware limited liabigty company; Grdllermo Marrero; Caiman Kemney aka Carmen Millan

Kcarney; and Douglas I&carney,

9 DACI&GROUND

10 The legal issues in this case are complex snd stretch over a span of over 20 years. They involve
11

determining the vagdity of the May 2009 Addendum to the Master Agreement to Provide W ater, Sewer
12 and storm Dnanage between Western Hills Water Disti'ict and World International LLC.

13 On or about May 14, 2009, the Addendum to the Master Agreenient was purportedly approved by
14 iuid between the Western I&ills Water District and World International, which substantially changed and

15 altered thc obligations of World Internaiional under the Court and County approved Master Agi'cement.
16 Plaiiitiff alleges that the Addendum should be held void ab initio due to prohibited unlawful conduct in
17 violation of Government Code 51090, et seq. Defendiuits dispute the validity of the Addendum to the
18 Master Agreement and claim that they are not liable for damage because of the Assignment, Assumption
19

gr, Release Agreeinent executed by World and Angels Crossing on/about Apiil 24, 2020. 1t is stiR

20 unknown whether it will be necessary to add or substitute additional patties in the case.

21 World International, LLC and Tliree60, LLC were required by the Aiidenduin to the Master
22 Agreement to advance funds for operational costs to Western Hills Water District. They have
23 subsequently frdled to perform this and other duties and have breached the Master Agreeinent which was

executed on June 4, 199S.

PENDING DISCOVERY
26 On August g, 2024, Plaintiff serveil Foun Interrogatories-General, Set No. One to each
27 Defendant via US Mail, Thereidter Defendants filed a "Motion to Compel Arbitration and to Stay

Action" on August 9, 2024, with shearing date set for December 13, 2024. Responses to the Perm
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10

12

14

15

20

22

25

Interrogatories were due on September 12, 2024. Responses were not timely served. Instead, Defendants

each served unverified "Statesnents Regarding Form Inteixogatories" on September 12, 2024, Other than

their several subsequent stay motions, Defendants have not answered the underlying Compliant or the

First Amended Complaint.

Defendants'Statements Regardmg Form Interrogatories" improperly claimed that discovery

was premature because the Defendant filed a Motion to Stay Discovery and/or to Compel Axbilration

after the date the discovery requests werc served, and the motion was pending, Despite the pending

motion, Defendants did uot seek a stay ofdiscovery pending a heaxing on the xnotion and there was no

stay ofdiscovery imposed prohibiting Defendants from responding to discovery.

These unverified "Statements" did not contain objections suppoiied by statute or case law. (CCP

$2030.240) Thus, all objections to the discovery requests, induding objections based on attotxiey-client,

attmmey work and taxpayer privileges were waived at that time (CCP eI2030.290).

On September 19, 2024, Defendants filed a Motion for an Order Staying Discov&ay and/or for a

Protective Orde~ which was set for hearing on October 9, 2024. The Motion was continued to October

25, 2024, and thereaQer a second time to Novetnber 22, 2024.

On November 22, 2024, the Court granted the Motion in part and denied the motion in part. In

summary the Couit held "As for Moving Dcfcndants'riginal argument—that all discoveiy should be

stayed because it is in the interest cfjustice and judicial economy—The Comt finds it unpersuasive.

Plmntiff s pleading raises issues of serious concern for the public, and those concerns wmrant prompt

exploration."

On November 23, 2024, Defendants iiled a second Motion to Compel Arbitration and Stay

Action, alleging that arbitration is required by the Addendum to the Master Agreement. The hearing is

currently set for I"ebruary 11, 2025.

On December 3, 2024, William Neasham, counsel for Western Hills Water Distiict and Mmah

Bragdon agreed that Defendants would have until December 23, 2024, to serve responses to the

outstanding Foxm Intnxogatories. Defendants did not ask, nor did Plaintiff agree to revive an

opportunity Io make objections that 'had already been waived. On December 23, 24, and 30, 2024

5
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I Defendants served verified responses and objections to Plaintiff s Forni Interrogatories, Set No. One.

2 Plaintiff found Defendants responses to be insufficient, incomplete, and evasive.

3 The parties have been actively engaged and in the course of propounding discovery; however, due to

4 thc trial schedules of Plaintiff s attorneys and incomplete responses by Defendants, Plaintiff s attonieys

5 require additional time to compel and receive completed responses.

6 Said Motion to Continue Hearing is based upon California Code of Civil Procedure SS2024.050,

7 the Notice and Motion, this Memorandum of Points and Authorities and the Declaration of William C.

8 Neasham submitted in support of this motion.

9 "(a) On motion of any patty, the court may grant leave to complete discovery proceedings, or to

10 have a motion conceniing discovery heard, closer to the initial trial date, or to reopen discovery after a

11 new trial date has been set. This motion shall be accompanied by a nieet and confer declaration

12 under Section 2016.040.

13 (b) In exercising its discretion to grant or deny this motion, the court shall take into consideration

14 any matter relevant to the leave requested, including, but not limited to, the following:

15 (I) The necessity and the reasons for the discovery." (California Code of Civil Procedure

16 )2024.050(a) and (b)( I )).

17 CCP ss2024.050, provides the court may grant leave to complete discovery proceedings when there is

18 a necessity rnid need for further discoveiy, despite Plaintiff s diligence in initiating and propounding

19 discovery responses.

20 Because of the upcoming Hearing on Defendants Motion to Compel Arbitration and Stay, the

21 Plaintiff requests that the Motion to Continue be heard on shortened tune and will be filing an Ex Parte

22 application for an Order Shortening Time.

23

Dated: January 14, 2025 NEASHAM Sr KRAMER LLP

25

76
Q~nu

Patricia ICramer

77

28

6
NOTICE OF MOTION. MOTION TO CONTINUE HEARING AND POINTS AND AUTHORITIES

RA073



PROOF OF SERVICE

I, Katherine R. Gott, declare that:

I am employed in the County of Sacramento, State of California. I am over the age of eighteen
years and am not a party to this action; my business address is 340 Palladio Parkway, Suite 535, Folsom,
California 95630. My electronic service address is kgott@neashamlaw.corn

On January 15, 2025, I served a copy of the foregoing document(s) described herein as
DECLARATION OF WILLIAM C. NKASHAM IN SUPPORT OF EX PARTE APPLICATION
RE: MOTION TO CONTINUE on the interested party(ies) named below addressed as follows:

10

12

13

14

15

Sarah G. Hartman, Esq.
Jeffer Mangels Butler 6'r Mitchell LLP
3 Park Plaza, Suite 1100
Irvine, CA 92614-2592
SGHartmanSimbm.corn
markadams imbm.corn
clonez@i mbm.corn

~ (MAIL) I am readily familiar with my employer's business practice for collection and processing
of correspondence for mailing with the United States Postal Service. By following ordinary business
practice, I placed a true copy thereof enclosed in a sealed envelope for collection and mailing with the
United States Postal Service where it would be deposited for first class delivery, postage fully prepaid,
in the United States Postal Service that same day in the ordinary course of business.

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

~ (OVERNIGHT DELIVERY) Depositing a copy of the above document(s) in a box or other
facility regularly maintained by FKDEX, in an envelope or package designated by FKDEX with
delivery fees paid.

( XX g (ELECTRONIC) Based on a co-urt order or an agreement of the parties to accept service by e-

mail or electronic transmission, I caused the documents to be sent to the person(s) at the e-mail
addresses(es) listed above. I did not receive, within a reasonable time after the transmission, any
electronic message or other indication that the transmission was unsuccessful.

1 declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of California that the foregoing is
true and correct and that this declaration was executed on January 15, 2025, at Folsom, California.

NA~~PJc4
Katherine R. Gott

26

27

28

1
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William C. Neasham, CSB ti 72028
Patricia Kramer, CSB II 155484
Chad A. Vierra, CSB 8255801
Neasham k Kramer LLP
Attorneys at Law
340 Palladio Parkway, Suite 11535
Folsom, CA 95630
Tel: (916) 853-8030/ Fax (916) 853-8039
ukratner@neashamlaw.corn
cvierra@~neashamlaw.corn

Attorneys for Plaintiff
WESTERN HILLS WATER DISTRICT

10

SUPERIOR COURT OF THK STATE OF CALIFORNIA

IN AND FOR THE COUNTY OF STANISLAUS

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

WESTERN HILLS WATER DISTRICT, a )
California public agency water district, )

)
Plaintiff, )

)
V.

WORLD INTERNATIONAL, LLC, a Delaware )
limited liability company; THREE60 LLC, a
Delaware limited liability company; ANGELS
CROSSING LLC, a California
lllrdted liability company'UILLERMO

)
MARRERO, CARMEN KEARNERY aka
CARMEN MILLAN KEARNEY, DOUGLAS )
KEARNEY, and DOES 1-100, inclusive, )

Defendants.

)

I, William C. Neasham, declare as follows:

Case No. CV-24-003049

Action Filed: April 19, 2024
FAC Filed: October 24, 2024

DECLARATION OF WILLIAM
NEASHAM RK: STATUS UPDATE ON
DISCOVERY

Date: February 7, 2025
Time: 8:30 a.m.
Dept,; 22
Judge: Stacey P. Speiller

Trial Date; Not Assigned

25

26

27

28

1. I am the Special Counsel for the Western Hills Water Dish'ict ("WHWD") in the instant case and

have prepared this Supplemental Declaration Re Status Update on Discovery in support of the

pending WHWD Motion to Continue (set for February 7, 2025) the hearing date for the World

Motion to Compel Arbitration and Stay Arbitration now set for February 11, 2025 before this

Court.

1

DECL OF WILLIAM NEASHAM RE.'STATUS UPDATE ON DISCOVERY

Electronically Filed
2/3/2025 3:42 PM
Superior Court of California
County of Stanislaus
Clerk of the Court
By: Alexandra Miller, Deputy
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1 2. Plaintiff's initial discovery (Form Interrogatories General Set One) were served on the World

defendants on August 8, 2024. Defendants provided no responses until December 24-28, 2025, 4

'l~ months later, and in their 100's of pages of responses then attempted to assert numerous

blanket objections long ago waived or meritless. The parties then engaged in a meet and confer

process ultimately culminating in a January 27, 2025 letter from attorney Hartman "...as an act

of good faith. (Marrero, C. Kearney, D. Kearney) will serve supplemental responses as stated

herein in ten days." Ten calendar days from the date of attorney Harlman's letter is February 6,

2025-the day before the Motion to Continue the hearing is set at 8:30 am. If the World

supplemental responses are deficient and non-responsive, then those responses would be subject

10 to a further meet and confer requirement.

11 3, On January 13, 2025 Plaintiff served additional Request for Admissions and related discovery:

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

20

21

22

23

26

27

28

JFHTFD v World (3049) — Email from K. Gott to S. Hartman, Ksq., attaching Plaintiff
Western Hills Water District's Request for Admissions and Request to Admit Genuineness
of Documents to Defendant Guillermo Marrero [Set No. one]; Declaration for Additional
Discovery re: Requests for Admissions and for Genuineness of Documents (Set No. One) to
Guillermo Marrero; Form Interrogatories — General to Guillermo Marrero [Set No. Two];
Plaintiff Western Hills Water District's Request for Admissions and Request to Admit
Genuineness of Documents to Defendant Carmen Kearney [Set No. one]; Declaration for
Additional Discovery re: Requests for Admissions and for Genuineness of Documents (Set
No. One) to Carmen Kearney; Form Interrogatories — General to Carmen Kearney [Set
No. Two]; Plaintiff Western Hills Water District's Request for Admissions and Request to
Admit Genuineness of Documents to Defendant Douglas Kearney [Set No. one];
Declaration for Additional Discovery re: Requests for Admissions and for Cenuineness of
Documents (Set No. One) to Douglas Kearney; Form Interrogatories — General to Douglas
Kearney [Set No. Two]

(See also true and correct copy of Meet and Confer Declaration of Patricia Kramer in Support of

Plaintiff s Motion to Continue February 11, 2025 Hearing, attached hereto as Exhibit "A" filed

January 14, 2025).

Responses to the outstanding discovery on the Requests for Admissions and Genuineness of

Documents, eic. are currentlv due two (2) davs after the current Motion to Comuel is set for

hearina (2/13/25). Plaintiff does not seek further delays and, instead, is seeking to promptly and

thoroughly investigate matters of serious public concern (as the Court noted in its November 22,

2
DECL OF WILLIAM NEASHAM RE: STATUS UPDATE ON DISCOVERY
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2024 ruling on discovery stay) and then present the Court with evidence so that it is fully

informed when it makes its decision regarding arbitration.

Without the benefit of evidence from Defendants regarding their conflicts, qualifications and

relationships underlying the claimed arbitration agreement, Western Hills Water District is

severely prejudiced because the Court will make its determination without being fully informed

of the facts. WHWD has already been damaged financially as a result ofDefendants'alfeasance,

fraud, and breach of fiduciary duty.

4. Defendants Suffer no Preiudice if the Hearina on the Motion to Compel is Continued.

10

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

Defendants, on the other hand, are not prejudiced if the February 11 motion is continued.

They'e already filed three Motions to Compel Arbitration over a period of 6 months (8/9/24,

9/19/24 and 11/26/24), arguably as they have stated to avoid "merit-discovery". Each time

setting the motion further and further out — so a continuance to May 19, 2025, a date already set

for a Case Management Conference, in order to permit Plaintiffs to obtain responses to their

outstanding discovery requests does not prejudice them and would be more likely to produce

proof of material facts upon which the Court can make a reasoned decision.

I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of California that the foregoing is

true and correct. Executed this February 3, 2025 at Folsom, California.

19

20

21
William C. Neasham

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

3
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William C. Neasham, CSB f/72078
Patricia IQ'amer, CSB f/155484
Chad A, Vierra, CSB %55801
Neasham & Kramor LLP
Attorneys at Law
340 Palladio Parkway, Suite f/535

4 Folsom, CA 95630
Tel; (916) 853-8030/ Fsx (916) 853-8039

5 okramer&neashamlaw.corn
cvierraoneashamlaw.corn

6
Attorneys for Plaintiff
WESTERN HILLS WATER DISTRICT

Electronically Filed
1/14/2025 6:35 PM
Superior Court of California
County of Stanislaus
Clerk of the Court
By: Angela Mesa, Deputy

10

SUPERIOR COURT OIi'HK STATE OF CALIFORNIA

IN A'ND FiOR THE COUNTY OF STANISLAUS

11

WESTERN HILLS WATER DISTRICT, a
Caiifomta public agency water district,

13
Plaintiff,

14

15

16 WORLD INTERNATIONAL, LLC, a Delaware
limited liability company; THREE60 LLC, a
Delaware lindted liability company; ANGELS
CROSSING LLC, a Cali forms
limited liability oompany; GUILLERMO

19 MARRERO, CARMEN KEARNERY aka
CARMEN MILLAN KEARNEY, DOUGLAS
KEARNEY, and DOES 1-100, inolusive,

21
Defendants.

22

Case No, CV-24-003049

MKiKT AND CONFiKR DKiCLARATION
OF PATRICIA I&RAMI IN SUPPORT
OF PLAINTII'I'S MOTION TO
CONTINUE THK FEBRUARY 11, 2025
HEARING

[Served concurrently with Notice of Motion
and Motion to Continue Fiebruary 11, 2025,
Hearing; Memorandum of Points and
Authorities; [Proposed] Order for Motion to
Continue Hearing]

Dato'. February 7, 2025
Time; 8:30 a,m.
Dopt.: 22
Judge: The Hon. Stacey Speiller

24 I, Patricia I@amer, doclare as follows:

25 1. I am an attorney at law, duly admitted to practice in the laws of the State of California. I am

26

27

employed with tho law ofBces ofNoasham & IQamer LLP, attorneys of record for Plaintiff

Western IIills Water District herein. I make the following statoments of tny own porsonal

tutowledge and if called upon as a witness, I would competently testify as set forth heroin.

1
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10

12

13

17

19

20

28

2, Plaintiff filed its Complaint on April 19, 2024, Service was effected upon exocution ofNotice

and Acknowledgement ofReceiyt on July 10, 2024, by Sarah Hartman, attorney for each of the

Defendants. To date no Defendants have filed resyonsive pleadings.

3, On August 8, 2024, Plaintiff served Porm Intenogatories-General, Set No. One to each

Defendant,

4. On Seytember 3, 2024, Mamh Bragdon, Esq. and William C, Neashsm, Esq, corresponded via

electronic mail regarding the pending discovery, Mr, Neasham advised Ms. Bragdon, that if she

requimd additional time extending the time to resyond, to please let me know. We have received

no request for additional time to respond.

5, Resyonses to the Porm Interrogatories were due on September 12, 2024, Responses wore not

timely served, Instead, Defendants eaoh served an unverified "Statement Regarding Porm

Interrogatories" on September 12, 2024.

6. On September 19, 2024, Defendants filed a Motion for an Order Staying Discovery and/or for a

Protective Order which was sct for hearing on October 9, 2024. That motion was continued on

throo (3) times to Noveinber 22, 2024,

7, After the court's mling on Defendant's Motion for an Order Staying Discovery snd/or for a

Protective Order, Marsh Bragdon and Mr. Neasham oorresponded via electronic mail on

December 3, 2024, We agreed that Defendants would have until December 23, 2024, to serve

responses to the outstanding Porm Interrogatories. Defendants did not ask for a waiver, nor did

Plaintiff agi ee to revive an opportunity to make objections that had «lready been waived.

8. Defendiuit Guillmno Marrero, Carmen I&carney, and Douglas Kearney served verified responses

on December 23, 2024. Plaintiff fmds Defendants'esponses to be insufficient, incomplete and

evasive,

9. Defendants World International, LLC and Tlnee60, LLC served verified responses on Decoinber

24, 2024 but subsequently re-served the same verified responses on December 30, 2024. Plaintiff

finds Defendants'esponses to bo msufficient, incomplete and evasive.

10, On January 10, 2024, I seived Meet and Confer letters regarding each of the Defendants

responses to the discovery requests, demanding that further responses without objections are

2
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nccessaty, Plrdntiff set a dead]tne of January 27, 2025, for Defendants to se«T«e further responses

11. Attached hereto as Exhibit A is a hTTC and conect copy ofMr. Neasham's Meet and Confer

ieftcr to Sarah Harnnan, Esq, regarding Defendants Motion to Compel Arbitration. Pltdntiff

requested that Defcmdants stipulate to continue the Februmy 11, 2025, hearing to May 19„2025,

ln ol'«Icr to ful'thcl'on'lpletc discovc1y.

1 2, As of thc date 11 ds nlotlon 18 fttcd, wc have not rccclvc«1 8 1'c8ponsc to Iny Meet andConfcl'etter,

15. On January 13, 2025 Plaintiff served additional discovery on Defendants,

14, Attached hereto as Exhibit 8 are nile and con ect copies ofPlaintiff'8 Request for Adnlissions

and Request to Admit Genuineness of Document to Defenrlant Guillellno Mar«ere [Set No.

17

19

20

15. Attached hereto as Exhibit C are true and con act copies of Plaintiff s Request for Adnlissions

and Request to Admit Genuineness of Documents to Defendant Carmen %Carney [Sct No, One],

'1 6, Attached hereto as Exhibit D are true and correct copies of Plaintift" 8 Request for Admissions

and Request to Adlnlt GclnllflCOCSS of Docunlcnta to Dcfcnd«nl't Douglas KcaTTTcy [Sct No, Onc],

17. Plaintiffs have diligently tried to finthcr t'e «liscovcry process through nlultiple correspondenccs

and meet and confer letters,

1 declare «alder penalty ofperjury that under the laws of the State of Califonua that the foregoing is true

and correct Executed tins~ day of Jranualy 2025 at Foisonl, California,

Prltrlola Kranlet

3
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NEAS~ O'RAMERv.i
arreaaar ~ Ar rae Ssllrallaraerarkway,aviie535 Felaeaeoeli/eraia 35COC

rel: (vie) 8538530 i I ea cele/ Smeime
Jiuniary 10, 202S Weh naaehirp//ieierrere vharalare.cere

Slush 6, Harhnan, Hsq,
Jcffcr Mangcls IJutlcl Jk MhcbcII LLP
3 Park Plass, Suite ti00
hvine, California 9261 4

V&A rLECTRONIC MAIL
SGHartmangct jmbnhcom

Tn re; Fcrstcrn kli/Lr FVcttcr District v. Iyct ld tntsrncttfoncd LI C, st ni
Stanislaus Supccdor Court Case No.: CV-24-003049
Meet and Confer cc: Motion to Conmel Arbitration

Dear Ms, Harbnan;

The purpose of this letter is to meet and confer with you regarding your clients'otion to
Compel Arbitration, The motion is ctuvently set for Febniary 11, 202S, As you know we have
pmpolulded discovery and have only just received cliscovery responses vdthin the lest week to 10
clays, We are in thc process of meeting and confening with you regarding deficiencies il'1 the
responses and will either mquire supplemental responses or a motion.to compel, Similarly, we
have propounded adclitional discovery which is being served under sepamte cover.

I am writing to request 8 continuance of the Motion to Compel arbitration to May 202S
when the next Case Managccnent Conference is set. This will allow us to obtain respm1ses and
supplcnlCntal rcsponacs to thc pcndlrlg ChscovCry beforC thc Court Glalccs 8 determination 'that

coUIci stay additional pol'I'lens of tl'lc case, I Brn required io mccl Bnd confer with you before,fllh'lg
8 Motion lo Cont1UUc thc Iteacdng,

Please advise ifyou are agreeable to the continuance. If so, you can either request the
date to be clbanged or we can prepare a stipu!ation and submit it to the court requesting an
alternate date for the motion. Likewise, please advise ifyou Bre not agreeable as I must report
our meet and confer efforts to the Cotnd with my motion,

As always, I remBln open to discussing this with you further if you desire to clo so.

William C, Neasham

cc: Mark Icovich
WI-IWD 13oarcl Presidmlt
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William C, Neasham, CSB N2078
Patricia IQamer CSB 8155484
Cbacl Vierra, CSB II255801
NHASHAM 8c IQV.MER LLP
340 Palladio Pmlcway„Suite 535
Folsom, California 95630
Tel: (916) 853-8030; Fsx,'(916) 853-8039
poilu'rrl0~tlaw.corn
Altorneys for Plaintiff
WESTERN HILLS WATER DISTRICT

10

ll
12

13

14

15

16

17

18

1.9

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

2'UPERIOR

COURT OF THE STATE OF CALFFORNIA

IN ANI) FOR THE COUNTY OF STANISLAUS

WESTERN I IILLS WATER DISTRICT,

Plaintiff,

Case No, CV-24-003049

) FLUFF WKSTLr14N HILLS WATrR

) 9ISTIIICT "S RFiI(IUIIST FOR
ADMISSIONS AND RIIOUKST TO

WORLD INTERNATIONAL/ LLCi a ) ADMIT CBjNUINBjNHSS OFDelaware Emiteci ]iabiTity company,'
TIIREH60 LLC, a Delaware limited liability ) DOCUIVIE'NTS TO DEFENDANT
company; ANGELS CROSSING LLCi s ) GUILLLrlqIVIO MARERlqO
California, llmltcd llabllky

conrpany'UILLEIrJVIOMARRHRO, CARMEN
KEARNHY ales CARMEN MILLAN
IGIARNEY, DOUGLAS KHARNHY, aod
DOES 1-100, inolusive, )

Defendant,
)

.)
PROPOUNDING PARTY; Plaintiff WESTERN 11II.LS WATER DISTRICT

RHSPGNDINO PARTY; Defendant 6UILLHRMO MARRHRO

SET NO„ ONE (1)

Pcusuant to California Cocle of Civil Procedure section 20131, et seq., Plaintiff WESTERN

IIILLS WATER DISTRICT hereby requests Defendant CrUII,I.ERMO MARHRRO ("Defendant") to

provide full and complete admissions to Ihe following requests for admission and 'for genuineness of
1

IIBOUBiST POR ADMliSSIONS AND ADMISSIONS RB OBNUINSNBSS OP DOCUMBNTS
PP.QM wBBTBRN HII,Ds wATBR DIBTRlcT To DBPBNDANT ~lL, IMso MARBRRQ

[SBT QNBI
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8

9

10

ll

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

23

26

27

28

documents within 30 days of service of this roquest, If the response is enythh~ other than an unqualifiecl

admission, Defendant is direoted to admit as much ofthe request as may be admitted and provide a Ml

and complete explanation as to why the request cannot be admitted in its entirety, pursuant to the

aocompsnying form intenogatories. Pursuant to California Code ofCivil Procedure section 2033 420

Plaintiffwill seel& its attorneys'ees and costs fmm Defendant if he fails to arlmit the truth of the

following matters and PlaintiffthereaEer incur

attorneys'oes

to prove the same,

REOUESTS FOR ADMISSION

REOUEST FOR ADMISSION NO, It

Admit that. between September 4, 2008 and December 17, 20211, VOU (as used heroin the term

"VOU" and "VOURc refers to Defendant Guillermo Marmro) were an attorney at law licensed by the

State ofCalifornia.

JRLrtrU~ET FOR ADMISSION NO, gh

Admit that behveen September 4, 2008 and December 17, 2020, VOU had an ownership interest

in IPG (as used heroin the term "IPG" refers to International Praoticc Group P,C,),

RFAAUUEI I'OR A0MI LSI ON NO. 4
Admit that between September 4, 2008 and December 17, 2020, YOU had a 100% ownership

interest in 0"G (as used hereht ihe term "IPG" refers to International Pmoticc Group),

REsOUEST IIOR A~DISSION NO, 4:

Admit that at any point in time between September 4, 2008 and Decembor 17, 2020, IPG

performed legal services for WORLD (as used herein the term WORLD refers to Defendant World

Intornational LLC),

gKKi)UEST FOR ADIVIISSION NO. St

Admit ihat at any point in titne between September 4, 2008 and December 17, 2020, IPG

performed legal services for Tll:REE60 (as used herein the term TI.Kivil60 refers to Defendant Threc60

LLC).

///
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RgiimiST EOR~DION NO. 6:

Admit that at auy point in time between Septombor 4, 2008 and December 17, 202Q, YOU

performed legal services for WORLD,

R~EUEST FiOR ADMISSION NO. 7:

Achnit that at any pohit in time between September 4, 2008 aud Dooember 17, '2020, YOU

poiformed legal services for THREK69.

REOUEiST EOR AggggQN~O. 8:

Admit that at any point in time between Sopteinbor 4, 2008 and December 17, 2020, YOU had a

finsnoial interest in WORLD business acqmsitions unrelated to WHWD,

UE T EiOR ADMISSION NO. 9:

Adndt that at any point in time between September 4, 2008 and Decrsnber 17, 2020, YOU wem

a party to property transactions involving WORLD unrelated to WIIWD,

REOIIEST EOR ADMISSION NO, 10:

Admit that at any point in lime between Soptember 4, 2008 and December 17,2020, YOU billed

WORI D 1'or legal work YOU performed for World International LLC,

ST~lU~ITJtO'II MIMISSIIO NNOO 1111.'cbnit

thol at any point in time between Soptemboi', 2008 and December 17, 2020, YOU billed

TIIRKE60 for legal work YOU perfornied for Three60 1,LC,

IiEOUKST Ii'OR ADMISSION NO. 12:

Admil that al auy point in time between Septcunber 4, 2008 mid December 17, 2020, YOU

received compensation from any source for legal worlc YOU performed for World International LLC,

IIUOUTISTSO~DSDMI ION'NO. IS:

Achnit that at any point in tiine between September 4, 2008 and Decembei 17, 2020, YOU

recc4ved compensation fi'om any source for legal worlc YOU performed for Thme60 LLC,

R~SOUKST IiOR ADMISSION 50~14.

Admit tliat at anv point in time between Septeinbor 4, 2008 and December 17, 202Q, IP6
received compensation &om any source for legal work YOU performed I'or World Intei'national LLC.

3
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8

g

10

11

12

13

It

LaenX18T lrOR ADMISSION NO. 18;

Adlnit that at any point in time between September 4, 2008 and December 17, 2020, IPG

reoeived oompensatlon from any source fox legal worlr IP6 performed. for W'orld International LLC,

RE1OUEST FOR ADMISSION NO. 161

Admit that at any point in time between Soptember 4, 2008 and December 17, 2020, IPG

received oompensation from any source for. legal worlr VOU performed for Thtoe60 LLC,

REOUEST F1OR ADMISSION NO. 12'dmit

that at any point in time between September 4, 2008 and December 17, 2020, IPG

received compensation from sny source I'or legal worlr IPG perfonrled for Three60 LLC,

gE~&ULrST FOR ADMISSION NO. 181

Admit the document attached hereto as ATTACHMKNT 1 Is a true and oon oot copy of the

BANKRUPTCY ORDER (as used heroin the term "BANKRUPTCY ORDER" means and refers to

the Order Sled September 16, 2008 in the Diablo Grands Limitod Partnership Chapter 11 Banlrruptoy

Action in the U8 Baolrruptcy Court for tho Bastern Disbdct of'California (Modesto Division) Case No,

15 ~36~5
I6

17

18

'lg

20

RE1OUIIST FOI~(A )MISSION NO, 19

Admit the docunront attached hereto as LrXIIIBIT A to the BANKRUPTCY ORDE1R Qled

September 16, 2008 in ATTACPIMFsNT 1 is a trtte and cruuect copy of the Agreement for Purohase and

Solo ofDiablo Gmnde Stanislaus County dated Septon1ber 4, 2008 (hereaiter " DG PURCHASE~ 8ALII

AGIIELIMENT»),

RR~JFi T FOR ADMISSION NO, 20:

Arhmt that YOU executed the DG PURCHASE SALE AGRE1EMFsNT as WORLD's auomoy-

n1-fact,

RFiAFUI&.ST FOR ADMISSION NO, 21:

Admit that at any point in time between September 4, 2008 and December 17, 2020, VOU

executed documents on behalf of WORLD as its attorney"lu"fact

R~EU x 'T FOR A+1~IIS." gN NO. 22,:

Admit that them is a legal differonoe between an "atiomey at law" and au "attorney-m-fact."
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1 ~BLUEST EOR ADMISSION NO, 23:

Admit that WORLD executed a power ofAttorney authorizing YOU to act as its "attorney-in-

fact.

~RE i T POR ADMISSION NO. 24I

Admit that when YOU exeouted tho DG PURCHASE SALK AGREEMENT as WOHI,D's

6

7

8

10

11

12

13

14

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

attorney-ht-fact, VOU acted as WORLD's agent in an official capaoity,

RE&OUEST I(OR ADMISSION NO.~25'dntlt

that at any point in time between September 4, 2008 and December 17, 2020, VOU buled

WORLD for YOUR attendance at WHWD (as used herein the term "WHW9" refers to Western Hills

Water District) board meath&gs,

RLi,ggg|ST~RADMISSION NO. 26:

Admit that at any point m time between September 4, 2008 and Deoember 17, 2020, IPG billed

WORLD for YOUR attendance at WHWD (as used herein the term "WIIWD" refers to Western 1-lills

Water Dishiot) board tneetings.

R~EU i ST POR ADMISSION NO, 27:

Adroit that at any point in timo between September 4, 2008 and Deoetnber 17, 2020, YOU

received cotnpensanon fiom WORLD for YOUR attondance at WHWD board meetings.

REOULJST EOR ADMISSION~2$

Admit that at any point in time botweon September 4„2008 and December 17„2020, IPG

received contpensaiion from WORI.D for YOIJR attendance at WHWD board meetings,

RE~(EST EOR~ADMI S~t),~9:
Admit that VOIJ did nct inform WHWD that YOU were boing compensated by WORI3) to

at tend Hoard meetings between Novmnber 8, 2008 and December 17, 2020,

RE(rUESTIIOR AD~I' NNO,30:

Admit that YOU did not hrform WHW9 that IPG was being compensated by WORLD for your

attendance at WJIWD Board Meetings between November 8, 2008 and December 17, 2020,
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R~lr T EOR ADMISSION NO. 312

Admit the document atlnohed hereto as ATTACIIMENT 2 is a true and correct copy of the

MAS'fKR AGREEMENT (as used herehr the term "MASTER AGREEMENT" refers to the Master

Agreement to Provide Water, Sewer and Storm Drainage Services between Western Hills Water Dist!,lot

and Diablo Orsnde Lhnited Partnership dated June 4, 1988),

RKOIJEST FOR ADMISSION NO, 32!

Admit that YOU are not a party to the MASTER AGREEMENT in you!'ndividual ospacity.

RE UUKST F&OR ADMISSION NO. 33:

Admit that the MASTER ACRKKMKNT does not contain an arbitration clause.

@~EST FOR ADMISSIO~341
Admit the document attached hereto as ATTACHMENT 3 is anne and oorrect copy of the

ADDENDUM (as used herehb the ter!n "ADDENDUM" means and refers to the Addendum to Master

Agreement to Provide Water, Sewer and Storm Drainage So@rises dated May 14, 2009 to the MASTER

AGREEMKNT).

IKiAAI~IIST IIOR ADMI'SSION 5~038

Admit that YOU drafled the language for the ADDENDUM to the MASTER AGREEMENT.

i~is VEST lR i'iiieislON NO, 4(i

Admit that YOU participated in duelling the language for the ADDENDUM to the MASTER

AGREEMENT,

Ri~r. I .!, T POR A~MI ON NO. NI

Admit tlrat YOU negotiated the terms for the ADDFi,NDUM to the MASTER AGREEMENT,

I&EO UEST„I/OR ADMISSION NO. 38'dmit

that YOIJ participated in discussions pertaining to the ADDENDUM to the MASTER

AGRKEMEINT,

OFF&. IJ1&,ST FiOR ADMISSION NO. 39!

Admit tlral an attorney employed by IPG participated in drafting lhe language for the

ADDENDUM to the MASTER AGWXMKNT,

6
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20

23

24

IIEOUEST FOR ADMISSION NO. 40I

Admit that an attorney employed by WORLD participated in dratthtg the language for the

ADDE(NDUM to the MASTER AGREEMENT,

RKOUEST POIt A9MISSION NO. 41

Admit that an attorney employed by THRKK60 participated in dtasng the Iattguage for the

ADDKNDUM to the MASTER AGRKKMKNT.

jIL/OUKST 1/OR ADMISSION NO. 42,:

Admit that IPG billed WORLD for legal services to draft the language for the ADDENDUM to

the MASTER AGRKKMKNT.

R~1K«ST FOR A9MDISION ~4 ~

Admit that VOU are not a party to the ADDENDUM in your individual capaoity,

UKST POR ADMIqSION NO. 44:

Admit Iltat Delhndant CARMLIN KE&ARNKV is not a party to the ADDENDUM in her

hsdividual capacity,

ULI~S'~I!'36SSION N~4'
Admit that DOUGLAS KLrARNKV is not a party to the ADDKN9UM in his individual

capacity,

RKOUEST~PR ADMISSION NO. 46;

Admit that THREK60 LLC is not a. party to the ADDENDUM.

'ST POR ADM~l'O NO. 47:

Admit that the arbitration clause at paragraph mP} in the ADDENDUM limits arbitration to

disputes atising out of Section 7 of the ADDENDUM.

gggQUEIST POR ADMISSION~NO
Adnut that the EANRRUPTCY'RDER approved Ihe saic of Diablo Grande to WORL9,

REtOUKST POR ADMISSION NO, 49:

Admit that the 1IANI&RUFTCV ORDER required WORLD to assume the duties of Diablo

Granrle under the MASTER AGREKMKNT.

7
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21

22

25

26

R~E4ST POR A~ISION NO. 50i

Admit that the Section 2.3 of the DG PURCHASE SALK AGREiEMENT attached as Exhibit

A to the BANKRUPTCY OR9ER required WORLD to notify Diablo Grande in writing not later than

September 15, 2008 of tbe Mate&tate Contracts Buyer was prepared to assutne,

RFi,OUKST FiOR ADMSSION NO 51:

Ad&nit that the MASTE&R AGREEML/NT is listed as a "Mater/al Agreement" on Schedule 1 of

the 9G PURCHASEi SALEi AGREEMENT,

REiOUKST FiOR ADMSSIOlq NO, 521

Admit that ihe Section 2,3 of the DG I'URCHASE SALE AGREEMENT attached as Exhibit

A to the BANKRUPTCY ORDER requb ed "that Buyer shall ln all ercnls assunte the contract with

tli,'e IYestern Nil/s Wnter District listed on Sc/tedule 2 heretoy&

LILr«LVU~ET FiOR ADM~SIO~N~+
Admit that Schedule 2 to tbe 9G PURCHASE SALE AGREL&'MENT attached as Exhibit A to

the BANKRUPTCY OlUIER Identifies «Western NN& War DA'n'ict pVIXll) /stcj &locument relating

to wntct', sewer and stornt draIn seri&tees, lnclu&Sng costs ofoperating and ntalntatning water supply

systems, entitlentent to waterfrom Ecru County Itrater Agency mul any other sources and avail'ability

ofwaterforfuture de«elopntent,"

gott&X FiOR Al)~MI 'IQ5NO, 54;

Admit that the Pamgraph 2,5(a) to the 9G PURCHASE SALL& AG REEMKNT attached as

Exhibit A to the BANKRUPTCY ORDE&R states that tbe documents and information in Seller'

possession which Buyer deems material to the purchase of the Property, btcluding without limitation the

documents listed on Exhibit B attached hereto."

RF«.&JE&i&ST I&'OR A~DMI SION NO. 55;

Adbrdt that Exhibit B to tbe DG PURCHASE& SALE& AGREEMENT, attached as Exhibit A to

the BANI&RUPTCY ORDER, identifies the "Master Agreemeni; to Provide Water, Sewer and Storm

Dm&inage Services (WIIWD/DO)",

BBQVBST POR. ADMISSIONS A'ND ADMISSIONS RB OBNVINBNB88 OP DOCVMB'NT8
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REOVEST FOR ADMISSION NO. 56."

Adnut that the DG PIIRCHASE SAI E AGREEMENT, attached as Lvxhibit A to the

IIANI&RUPTCY ORDER, xequhud WORLD to assumo the "Master Agreement to Provide Water,

Sewer and Stot'm Drmnage Services (WHWD/DG)".

UYBST FOR ADMISSION NO, 5"/1

Admit that WORLD gave nonce to Diablo Grande on/about September 15, 2008 that it was

assuming Diablo Grande's duties under the "Master Agreement to Provide Water, Sewer and Storxn

Drahxsge 8ervices (WI'IWD/DG)",

REOULPST fl~OR DMISSION~08:
Admit tlrat thexe wss no legal necessity for WHWD to approve the ADDENDUM in order for

WPIWD tc continue providing its water, sewer and storm drainage services,

JI~E~IPOR ADM~INO, 59;

Admit that there was no legal neoessity for WHWD to add an arbitration olause at paragraph

m(3) in the ADDENDUM in oxxier for WHWD to continue providing its water sew'er and storm

d1,'ainage services,

UEFt F0R A I&Mls~ON NA, 6s
Admit that there was no legal necessity for WHWD to approve the axbiixation clause at

paragraph m(3) in the ADDENDUM in onler for WHWD to continue ptuvlding its water sewer and

storm drainage services.

MyyEST FOR ADMISSION NO~I
Admit that in 2009, in order to be qualified as a candidate, WI IWD Dhectors were requh ed to be

U,S. Citizens,

S~EU .', IPOR ADMISSION NO, 52

Admit that at the time Csxzn en I&esxney voted to appxovc, the ADDENDUM on May 14, 2009,

she was not a U,S, Citizen,
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1 @fan,OUEST EtOR ADMISSION NO. 63:

2 Admit that ATTACHMENT 4 herotc is a true and correot oopy of the AAAR AGIIKEMEINT

3 (as used herein the term 66AA680R AGREEMENTM means the Assignment, Assumption and Release

4 Agreement dated effective April 30, 2020),

8 ~EEL~OMISSION NO, 64:

6 Admit that YOU are not a party to tho AAIIOR AGRLIEMENT in yom individual oapacity,

7 RKOUEST POR ADMISSION NO 68t.

8 Admit that Defendant CARMKN KEARNElY is not a party to the AAlyAR AGREEMENT in

9 her individual oapaoity,

10 R~RtlA 0 ttQR AOMMAION NO, 66

11 Adtnit tlrat DOUGLAS I&EARNEY is not a pmty to the AA68R AGREILIMKNT in his

12 individual oapaoity,

13
' "TK ADMIS I NO,67:

14 Adntit that the AASTR AGREEMENT does not oontain an arbitration clause,

11 IIR0saRT IIOR~AOMI ON NO. 60„

16 Admit Ihat between Soptembor 4, 2008 and December 1/, 2020, VOU were WORLD's agent,

17 RUtOUF0ST FtQR ADMRISION NO~0 ~

18 Admit that between September 4, 2008 snd Deoember 17, 2020, YOU were WORLD'

19 attorney.

00 RROORIT IIO~RA )MITSIOtL1~01:

21 Admit that between Septembe~ 4, 2008 snd December 17, 2020, VOU were WORLD'

22 representative,

ll RR00tlttTTTORAO0a0e~IO NO,TI:

24 Adndt Ihat behveen September 4, 2008 snd. December 17, 2020„VOU were WORIRD's advisor.

25 8~Et UL'ST I'OR ADMISSION NO 72:

26 Admit that between September 4, 2008 and Decomber 17, 2020, VOU were WORLD'

27 consultant,

28 ///

10
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1 RAREST ls OR ADMISSION 59 73

2 Admit that between September 4, 2008 and Decentbor 17, 2020, VOU wet o WORI.D's agent

3 pertaining to WOIILD's performance regarding its AGREEMENTS (as used heroin, the term

4 MAGRLrKIMENTSM refers collectively to the MASTER AGREE1VKSNT and ADDK3NDUM) with

5 WHWD,

6 lQOUK3ST lrOR ADMISSION NO. 74

7 Admk that between September 4, 2008 and December 17, 2020, VOU were WORLD's attorney

8 pertaining to WORLD's performance regarding its AGREEMENTS with WHWD.

9 REQUitttt~TORADMISSIONNO,75'0

Admit that between Seytomber 4, 2008 and December 17, 2020, YOU gave legal a(ivice to

11 WORLD pertaining to WQRL9's porlormmtce regarding its AGREEMENTS with WHWD.

REOUEST riOOLADMISSION NO. 76:

13 Admit that between Septelnbor 4, 2008 and Decombor 17, 2020, YOU wore WORL9's

14 representative poNalning to WORLD's yorfcrntance regarding ifs AGREEMLI'NTS with WHWD,

13 5F3r3MST FOR ADMISSIOI~N~
16 Admit that between September 4, 2008 and December 17, 2020, YOU were WORL9's advisor

17 perlaining to WOILL9's performance regarding its AGREIKIMEINTS with WHWD.

13 sSatDsS7 SOII ADMISSION NO. IS:

19 Adlnit that between September 4, 2008 and December 17, 2020, VOU wore WOIILD's

20 consultant pertaining tA) WORL9's yerformanco regarding its AGRK&K3MENTS with WHWD,

21 RII1OUEST 1POR A9MISSION NO, 79:

22 Admit that VOU drafted the language for the AAIfrR AGREK3MENT.

33 SMOOSSS SOSS3DIIMSSIOS NO. Alt',

24 Admit that VOU partirlyated in drafting the language for the AAsyrR AGRELFMENT.

25 559UK3ST FOR~IS%I'ON NO. 811

26 Admit that YOU participated in the propamtion of tho AAAR AGRII;LI'MLINT,

~ltKi K3ST FOR ADMlSSION NO, 82„

Admit that VOU negotiated tho terms and conditions of tho AAIIDR AGRK3ES.MEI,NT.

11
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1 IKOUKST FOR ADMISSION NO. 83;

2 Adroit that an attorney employed by IPG ptuticipatcd in drafting the language for the AAAR

3 AGRKLi'MKi,NT.

4 R~EUKST FOR AD~0~if~
5 Admit that attorney Carogna Juarcz was employed by IPG in 2020.

gyOUKST FOR AH MISSION NO.e.
7 Adnttt that Carolina Juarez participated in drafting the language in the AAAR AGRKKME&NT,

8 R~E& i ST FOR ADM1~SN NO. 86„'

Admit that IPG billed WORLD for Carolina Juarez's work draNng tbc AAAR

10 AGRE&KMKNT,

12 Admit Sat IPG billed WORLD for legal services to d&aft the language for thc AA&9R

13 ACRKiFi,MXiNT.

14 ~J~KT FOR ADMISSION NO. 88:

15 Admit that WORI D paid IPG at least $ 13,085 to draf't tbc AA«t&R AGRE&E&MKNT in 2020,

16 ~IE& UFiiT Ii O'R ADM~IION NO„89;

17 Admit that in addition to receiving a $5,000 payment per month, YOU received additional

18 amounts from WORLD that YOU dtd not disclose on your Form 700s.

19 ~KIJbg'II'FO~IDMISSION NO, 90:

20 Admit that in addition to receiving a $5,000 paytnent per month, IPG also billed WORLD

2'1 $ 1,300 f'r YOUR review of the AAAR A.GRLiKi,MI&".NT.

22 ~lk i )UE~&T+&O~IADMISSIO4NO. 91:

23 Admit that YOU received compensation from IPG in 2020,

24 RE&OUR&ST K&OR ADMISSION NO. 92:

25 Admit that $ 165,000 IPG billed. to WORLD/TIIRKK60 for legal servioes was transferred to

26 ANGK&LS CROSSING as part of'thc DG PURCIIASKi. SALK AGRE&Ki,MKNT,

2"/ 1~1K UKiST FOR ADMISSION NO. 93

Admit that YOU signed the AAkR AGRKKME&NT on bein&if ofWHWD as Hoard President,

RBQUBST FOR ADMISSIONS AND ADlvIISSIONS RB OBNIJINBNBSS OP DOCUMBNTS
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REOUEST FOR ADMISSION'NO. 96:

2 Adntitdtat YOUreceived $36 000 out of the funds t]tat were paid to %ORI D fiom the sale of

3 the property to ANGELS CROSSING.

REOUEST FOR ADMISSION NO. 96t

5 Adnut that IPG received $35,000 out oi'he funds that were paid to %ORLD ft'om the sale of

6 the property to ANGELS CROSSING.

7 RKOUEST FOR ADMISSION NO, 96:

g Admit that when YOU signed the AAkR AGREEMENT on behalf of WHWD as Board

9 President, YOU understood the language of the AAkR AGREKMKNT required that the Buyer

10 ANGHI,S CROSSING to indemnify and hold YOU harmless from any claims arising out of ihe

11 MASTER AGREEMENT.

12 REOIJKST FOR ADMISSION NO. 97:

13 Admit that when YOU signed the AAkR AGREEME'NT on behalf of %8%9 as Board

14 President, 'YOU understood t'e AAkR AGREEMKNT provided that %8WD would I'elease YOU and

15 hold YOU harmless from any claims arising out of'tbe MASTER AGREErMKNT,

16 IIEOUEST FOR ADMISSION NO, 98:

]7 Admit that when YOU accepted appointment Io the %8%9 Bored of Direciors, you undertook

1 g a fiduciary duty to act in. the best interests of%II%9.

I 9 ~Ri UEST FOR ADMISSION 'NO.99I'0

Admit that when YO'U signed tire AAkR AGREEMENT on behalf ot'%8%9 as Board

21 President, YOU understood the AA.kR AGREEMENT provided that WHWD released WORLD from

22 any claims arising out of the MASTER AGRKKMKNT,

23 Dated: January .12„2025 NHASHAM k I&FAMER LI,P

~Q~ sL.6
PATRICIA I&RAMHR
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PROOE OIr SEiRVICEi

I, Katherine R, Gott, declare that:

10

1 am employed in the County of Saoramento, State of California, I am over the age of eighteen
years and am not a party to this action; my business address is 340 Palladio Parhway, guile 535, Polsorn,
California 95630. My electronic servioe address is 1&gott@neashamlaw.corn

On January 13, 2025, I served a copy of the foresoing document(s) described herein as
PLAINTIIrri WLrSTERN IIILLS WATER DISTRICT'S REOUEST FiOR ADMISSIONS AND
REMI)EST TO ADMLT cENUINENESES OE DOCUMENTseo DEIrENDANT OUILI,ERMO
MARRERO [SEiT NO. ONE) on the interested. party(ies) nanted below addressed as follows:

Sarah G, Hiutman, Bsq,
Jeffex Mangsls Butler th Mitchell LLP
3 Pari& Plaza, Suite 1100
Irvins, CA 92614-2592
599

at'lntsnajtnbm.corn

nisxlradsms Jmbm,corn
all&~embm.corn

13

14

15

16

17

18

lc

20

21

~ (MAIL) I am readily familiar with my employer's business practice for colleotion and processing
ofcorrespondence for mailing with the United States Post'al Scivice. By following ordinaiy business
praotics, I placed a ttue copy thereof enclosed in a sealed envelope for colleotion and mailing with the
United States Postal Service where it would be deposited for first class delivery, postage fully prepaid,
in the United States Postal Service that serac day in tbe ordinary course of business,

~ (OVERNIGIIT DLi'LIVLi"RY) Depositing a copy of the above docmnsnt(s) in a box or other
facility regularly ms1ntained by IrEDEiX, in sn envelope or package designated by PEDEiX with
delivery lees paid.

( XX 3 (EiLECTRONIC) Haserl on a comt order or an agreement of the parties to accept service by e-
mail or electromc transmission, I oaused the documents to be sent to the person(s) at the e n&ait

addresses(es) listed above, I did not receive, within a reasonable time after the iransxnission, any
elecn onic message or other ind ical ion that the transmission was unsuccessfid.

'I declare undex penalty of perjury ader the laws of the State of California that the forogoing is
tme and oorrect anil that this dec]aration wss executed on January 13, 2025, at Polsom, California,

Ikatheiine R. Gott

PROOP OP 881&vlCH
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William C, Neasham, CSB it72078
1 PatriclaIQantor CSB 8155484

Chad Vierra CJB 6l255801
NBASHAM ds KRAMBR LLP
340 Palladio Parkway, 8uite 535
Folsom, California 95630
ToIl (916) 853-8030,'ax: (916) 853-8039

4 IIltrant~or n~eIh~~
Attorneys for Plaintiff,
WBSTBRN IIILLS WATHR DISTRICT

SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

IN ANII FOR TIIE COUNTY OF STANISLAUS

WHSTBRN IIILLS WATHR DISTRICT,
12

Plaintiff,

Case No. CV-24-003049

PLAINTIFF WESTERN HILLS WATER
DISTRICT'S REQUEST IIOR

ADMISSIONS ANII REQUEST TO
ADMIT GENUINENESS OP
DOCUMENTS TO MFKNDANT
CARMENKEARNEY
[SKT NO, ONE]

13
and

14

15 WORLD INTBRNATIONAL, LLC, a
Dolawaro limited liability compsrry;

16 THRBB60 LLC, a Delaware limited liability
company; ANGBLS CRO88ING LLC, a

17 Calliornla limited liability company;
GUILLBIIMO MARRBRO, CARMBN
KBARNBY aks CARMHN MII L'AN
I&BARNBY, DOUGLAS KBARNBY, and
DOBS 1-100, inclusive,

Defendant,

21

PROPOUNDING PARTY,'Plaintiff WBSTBRN IIILLS WATBR DISTRICT

RBSI'ONDING PARTY,'Defendant GUILLBRMO MARRBRO

SBTNO.I ONH (1)

26 Pursuant to California Code of Civil Procedure section 20131, ot seq„Plainnl'1'WH8TBRN

IIILLS WATBR DISTRICT hereby requests Defendant CARMBN KBANY aka CARMBN

28 MIILAN ICBARNBY (hereafter. "CARMHN I&BARNBY" or "Defendant") to provide full and complete

1

IIBIIvBBT PGR ADMIBSIQNs AND ADMIssioNs RB GBNUINBNB88 oP Do cv MBNTB
PROM WBSTBRN HILLS WATBR DISTIOCT TO DBPBNDANT CARMBN KBARNBV
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admissions to tho following requests for admission and for gonidneness of documents within 30 days of

2 seivice of tliis request. If the response is anything other than an unqualified admission, Defendant is

direoted to admit as much of the mquest as may be admitted and provide a full and complete explanation

as to why tho mquest cannot be admitted in its entirety, pursuant to the accompanyhag farm

6
intorrogatorles, Pursuant to California Code of Civil Procedure seotlon 2033.420 Plaintiff will sech its

attorneys'ees and costs fi'om Defendant if she fails ta admit the truth of the following matters and

Plair hff thereafter incur attorneys'bes to prave the same.

9
REiOUKSTS FOR ADMISSION

10
RKOUESf FOR ADMISSION NO, li

ll
Admit that at any point in lime between March 24, 2009 and December 2, 2020 YOU (as used,

12
herein the term "YOU" «nd "YOUR" refers ta Defendant CARMEN KKARNEY) were employed by

13
WORLD (as used hennn the term WORLD refers to Defendant World lntornatianal LLC).

14
RKOUKST FOR ADMISSION NO. 2:

13
Admit that at any point in timo botween March 24, 2009 and Deoembor 2, 2020 YOU were

16
employed. by WORLD as its ChiefFinancial Officer,

17
RKOUKST FOR ADMISSION NO, 3;

18
Admit, that at any point in time between Mamh 24, 2009 anri Derember 2, 2020, YOU received

19
Qnancial componsation from 'WORt D.

20
REiOUEiST FOR ADMISSION NO. 4i

21
Admit that YOU weiri appointed as WIIWD (as used herein the term "WPIW" means and

22
refers to the Western I-lills Water Distriat) Dheotor on Maroh 27, 2009,

23
REiOUEST FOR A'DMISSION NO, 5;

24
Adirdt the document attached hereto as EXIIIBIT A to the BANKRUPTCY ORDER Gled

25
September 16, 2008 in ATTACIIMKNT I is a true and correct copy of the Agreement for Purchase and

26
Sale of Diablo Grande Stanislaus County dated March 24, 2009 (hereafter " 'DG PURCIIASE SALE

27
AGREEMLrNT").

28
RKOVKST EOR ADMISSION NO. 6

2
RsovssT poH Aotvgssroxs Arto Arissrssiorts RB CBitturisrtsss ar oocvisBwTs

PROM WBSTBRN PIIL Ls WATBR DISTRICT To DBPH14oAST CAuiviHN RHARrrHY
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Admit that at any point in time between Maroh 24, 2009 and December 2, 2020, VOU reoeived

2 compensation from WORLD for YOUR attendanoe at WHWD board moetings.

3 RKOUEST FOR ADMISSION NO. 7,'

Admit that at any poly in time between lviarch 24, 2009 and December 2, 2020, in addition to

5 your compensation as Chief Pinanoial Offtcer, YOU reoeived payment iiorn WORLD for YOUR

6. attendance at WHWD board meedngs,

7 REOUKST FOR ADMISSION NO, 8:

8 Adrrdt that VOU did not inform WHWD that VOU wore being compensated by WORLD to

9 attend Board meetings,

10 RE&OUKST FOR ADMISSION NO, 9,

11 Admit the dooument attached hereto as ATTACHMENTS is a true and oorrect copy ofthe

12 MASTER AGRKEME&NT (as used. herein the term "MASTE&R AGRE&EME&NT'efers to the Master

13 Agreement to Provide Water, Sewer and Storm Drainage Services between Western Hills Water District

14 and Diablo Orando Limited Partnership dated June 4, 1988),

15 R~1Ei & ST FOR AD508SION NO. 10&

16 Admit that YOU are not a party to the MASTE&R AGREEME&NT in your individual oapaoity,

17 RKOUEST FOR ADMIigiSION NO. '11.:

18 Admi,t that the MASTER AGREKME&NT does not oontain an arbitration o]auso,

19 REQUEST FOR ADMISSION NO, 12l

20 Admit the document attached hereto as ATTACHME&NT 3 is a true and correct copy of the

21 ADDE&iNDUM (as used horein„ tho torm "ADDENDUM" means and refers to the Addendum. to Master

22 Agreement to Provide Water, Sewer and Storm Drainage Services dated May 14, 2009 to the MASTER

23 AGRE&K&ME&NT),

24 REOUEST FOR ADMISSION NO, 13:

23 Admit tlmt YOU me not a party to the ADDENDUM In your individual capaoity,

26 RE&OUEST I&'OR ADMISSION NO. 14&

27 Admit that Deibndant GUH LL&'RMO MARE&RRO is not a paddy to the ADDK&NDUM in her

28 individual oapacity,

3

RB&OVBST POR ADMISSIONS AND ADMISSIONS RB CBNUINBNBSS OP DOCDMBNTS
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REOUEST FOR ADMISSION NO. ISI

2 Admit that DOUGLAS I&EARNEY is not a party to the A99ENDUM in bis individual

3 capaolty,

4 gEOUEST FOR ADMISSION NO, 16t

5 Admit that THREE60 LLC is not a party to the ADDENDUM,

6 REOUEST FOR ADMISSION NO. 17t

7 Admit that the arbitration clause at paragraph m(3) in the ADDENDUM limits arbitration to

8 disputes at&sing out of Section 7 of the ADDENDUM.

9 REOUEST FOR ADMISSION NO, 18:

10 Admit that the BANKRUPTCY ORDER approved, tbe sale of Diablo Grande to %QRLD,

11 REOUEST FOR ADMISSION NO, I9;

12 Admit that the BANKRUPTCY ORDER required WORLD to assume the duties of Diablo

13 Grande under the MASTER AGREEMENT.

14 REOUFiAT FOR ADMISSION NO,20I'5
Admit tlmt the Section 2.3 of the DG PURCHASE SALE AGREEMENT attached as Hxhiblt

16 A to the BANI&RUPTCY OR9ER required WORLD to notify Diablo Grande in wdttng not later than

17 September 15, 2008 of the Material Contmcts Buyer v«as prepared to assume,

18 REOUEST F99 ADMISSION NO. 2I,

19 Adroit that ihe MASTER AGREEMENT is listed as a "Material Agreement" on, Schedule 1 of

20 the DG PURCIIASE SALE AGREEM~i

21 gEE(JEST FOR ADMISSION NO. 22:

22 AdInit that the Section 2,3 oi" the 9G PURCHASE SALE AGREEMENT attached as Bxbibit

23 A to the BANIQIUP'TCY OBDL«R required "riral Buyer sirail in ail erenls assunre tire conlracl with

24 lke Vgeslern HFA'nrer Dislricl iisled on Soiled'uie 2 itere«a."

25 REOUEST 'FOR ADMISSI~OO.23'6

Admit that Sohedule 2 to the DG PURCHASE SALE AGREEMENT attached as Exhibit A to

27 the BANIGXUPTCY ORDER identtfres '9Vesrern Hgis IVarer Dier«let (EVHD) docu«nent re!cling lo

28 water, sewe«and sierra drain services, inciudhsg coals ofoperaling and «nainraising wale« supply

4
RBQUBST FOR ADMISSIONS AND ADMISSIONS RB OBNUINBNBSS OF DOCUMBNTS

FROM WBSTBRN 1111,'I S WATER DISTRICT TO DFDBNDANT CARMBN I&BARNBY
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1 systents, entttlentent to I»uterfront Eern County 8'nter Agency and any other sources and a»altabttlty

2 ofeulerforfatare de»elopntent o

3 REQUEST POR ADMISSION NO. 24:

4 Admit that the Paragraph 2,5(a) to the DG PURCHASE SALE AGREEMENT attaohed as

5 Exhibit A lo the BANKRUPTCY ORDER states that the "docutnents and Information in Seller's

6 possession wldoh Buyer deems materhd to the purchase of the ptrIperty, including without lhnitation the

7 documents listed on Bxhibit B attached hereto,"

8 BEOVEST POR ADMISSION NO, 28!,

9 Admit that Bxhibit B to the 9G PURCHASE SALE AGREEMENT, attaohed as Exhibit A to

10 the BANKRUPTCY ORDER, identIIIes the "Mastor Agreement to provide Water, Sewor and Stot'm

11 Drainage Services (WHWD/DG)",

12 REOUEST FOR ADMISSION NO. 26:

1.3 Admit that thc 9G PURCHASE SALE AGREEMENT, attaohed as Exhibit A to the

14 BANKRUPTCY ORDER, required WORL9 to assume tho "Master Agreement tc provide Water,

15 Sewer and Slorm Drainage Services (WHWD/DG)",

16 REOUEST POR ADMISSION NO. 2'/:

17 Admit that WORLD gave notlco to Diablo Grande on/about September 15, 2008 that it was

18 assuming Diablo Grande's duties under the "Master Agreement to Provide Water, Sewer and Storm

19 Dralnago Services (Wl-IWD/DG)",

20 REOUEST POR ADMISSION NO. 28I

21 Adtnit that there was no legal neces~ity for WHW9 to approve the ADDLINDUM in order for

22 WHWD to oontinue pt'ovlcling its water, sewer and storm drahIage servioes.

23 ~L»ST POR ADMISSION NO.29'dndt

that there was no legal necessity for WHW9 to add an arbitration clause at paragraph

25 nx(5) in the AD9ENDUM in order for WIIW9 to oontinue providing its water sewer and storm

26 dndnage services,

27 ///

5
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11

12

13

14

RE&OUEST FOR ADMISSION NO. 30!

Admit that there was no legal neoessity for WIIWD to approve tbe mbitration olause at

paragraph m(3) in the ADDE&NDUM ln o~der for WHWD to oontinue providing its water sewor m!d

storm drainage servioes,

REOUEST F&QR ADMISSION NO. 31!

Admit that in 2009, a oandidate for dh'eotor of WHWD was requited to be a U,S, Citizen,

REOUE&ST FOR ADMISSION NO. 32!

Admit that at the time YOU voted to approve the ADDE&NIIUM on May 14, 2009, YOU were

not a U,S, Citizen,

REOUEST FOR ADMISSION NO. 33

Admit that ATTACIIMENT 4 hereto is a true and oormet copy of the AAAR AGREEMENT

(as used herein the tel'm RAAAR AGRKEME&NT" means the Assignment, Assumpbon and Release

Agreement dated effeotive April 30, 2020),

REOUEST 1&OR ADMISSION NO, 34:

15 Admit that YOU are not a party to tbe AA&8&R AGRK&EMENT in your individual oapaeity,

16 'L&OUESTI!ORADMSSIONNO,3$ ;

17

18

19

20

21,

22

24

28

Ad&nit that Defendant GVILLERMO MARERRO is not a pmty to the AA&8&R AGRE&K&MENT

in his individual oapaolty,

gg&OULrST FOR ADMISSION NO. 36!

Admit that DOUGLAS KRAlkNE&Y is not a party to tbo AA&8&R AGREE&ME&NT in his

h!dividual eapaeity,

R~EUKST K&OR ADMISSION NO. 37!

Adm!t that the AA«t&R AGRE&EME&NT does not contain an arbitration olause,

REOUEST I&'OR ADMISSION NO, 38

Admit that bebveen Maroh 24, 2009 and Deaember 2, 2020, YOU were WORLD's agent,

REOUKST FOR ADMISSION NO. 39:

Admit that between Mech 24, 2009 and Dooember 2, 2020, YOV were WORLD'

representative,

6

RBQUBST I'QR ADMIBSION8 AND ADMISSIONS RB OBNUINBNBSS OP DOCUMBNTS
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1 REOUEST FOR ADMISSION NO, 40!

Admit that between March 24,2009 and December 2, 2020, YOU were WORL9's

representative on the WHWD Board of Dlreotors,

1K&OUEST FOR ADMISSION NO. 41!

Admit that between Maroh 24,2009 and December 2, 2020, YOU wore WORLD's advisor,

REOUEST FOR ADMPSSION NO. 42!

7

8

10

11

12

ln

IS

16

17

iii

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

Admit that between Maroh 24, 2009 ond Deoember 2, 2020, YOU were WORLD's consultant.

gEEUEST FOR ADMISSION NO, 43

Admit that between Maroh 24, 2009 and Deoomber 2, 2020, YOU wore WORLD's agent

pertaining to WORLD's perforn!ance regarding its AGREEMENTS (as used herein, the term

"AGREEMENTS" refers oolieotively to the MASTER AGREEMENT and ADDENDUM) with

WIIWD,

KU!OIJEST FiOR ADMISSION NO. 44.

Admit that between Mamh 24, 2009 and Docomber 2, 2020, YOIJ wore WORLD'

'representative pertaining to WORLD's performance regarding its AGREEMENTS with WHWD,

RISOUES F FOR ADMISSION NO. 48!

Adndt that between Maroh 24, 2009 and December 2, 2020, YOIJ were WORLD's advisor

Pertanhtg to WORLD's Perfonnance regarding its AGREEMENTS with WHWD,'EOUESTFOR ADMISSION NO. 46:

Admit that between March 24, 2009 and December 2, 2020, YOV were WORL9's consultant

pertahdng to WORLD's parlor!nance regarding its AGREEMENTS with WHWD.

EOUEST FOR A9MISSION NO. 47;

Admit that YOU participated in drafting the language for the AAkR AGRE@8ENT,

REOUEST FOR ADMISSION NO. 48:

Admit tinct an attorney employed by IPG participated in drafting the language for the AAAR

AGREEMENT,

REOUEST FOR ADMISSION NO. 49;

Admit that Carolina Juarez pariioipated in draNng the language in the AAAR AGREEMENT,

7
RBQIIBST BOR ADMISSIONS ANIL ADMISS!ONS RB OBNIJINBNBSS OP DOCUMBNTS
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'REOUEST EOR ADMISSION XO.50:

.2. Adroit that GUILLERMII ~RRO partiorpated in drafHng the language in the AAkR
3 AGREEMENT.

4 .~i'T,,irOR AQMISSIOPI N0. 51:

5 Admit that YOU voted to:airprove the AAkR A;GREEMENT,

6 ELPOUEST.@+4.ADMISSIOPI HO; 52;

7 Admit that when.YOU voted to approve the AAkk AGREEMENT, YOU uhdersiood the

language of the AAkR AGl@EMLPN'T rqquhed, that lite igqyerAigCELS CgogSIPIG to indetnnify

5 and hoM VO6. harmless flem-atty elaftna arising out of the MASTER AGBEKMKpIT.

10 REOUEST.II'OR ADMISSION No, 55",

11 Admit that when VOU voted to@pppnve the AA@R.AGREEME'NT, VOU uridrepstoed the

12 AAkR AGREEMENT provided that %HVAR) wapld release VO'6 and hold YOU harmless from any

13 eltdme'arising out of tire MASTER AGQEEME'NT.

14 8gg~UE "XggRADMISSIONWII,540

15 Adtn'it that patt@a YOU ageepteg gppeidtmeat to the WHwD Beard ofl3ireotors, you undertook
'1 d,g f)dtteiary duty th aat in the h'est Interests'of%8%9,

17'E'OUERT, lroR ADMISSIfIÃ'PIO, 55t

18 Adtrdt that +hen VGU voted to approve the AAAR AGREEMEN"f, VQU rmderstood the

19 AArrr4. AGRELrlYlENT provided fbat WHWD vsould release %0849 from atty ofalrns arising out ef

20 .I'he M'AS'JERACi(REEMEPfT.

2'1:Dated; 3anuary 12, 2025 ~i~
PATRICIA I~~R

RBQIJBST POR ADM JSSIONS ANO ADMISSlONS RB QBNUTNBNBSS OP DOCOMBNTS
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PROOE.OII 8ERVKE.

I„Katherine R, Gott; declare Step

I inn.etnp1o)ted.in the Cottnty df8actttntento, State.of Calitbrttla,.I. am. over the age ofeighteen
yea'rs and urn not'a pwty to tMs actjnn; nay business addressTM40 Paiisdh& Parkway'„.Suite 535, Polsom,
CNifornia 95690& IvIy elertromo service address is kgotten'easltatnlawuom

5
On lait 13, 2028 I served: a, cq ef the,fore oiu;.,document(s) descdbsd herein as

8 ELAIN&5'@STENN@fLLS WATilK'IINTNCPr8'LE@JEST'8'OR,AIJMISSIOWS AlRD
kE'QUEST: To RAMIE. CLsNIIihjgÃESS f)Ir I10CU)4E578 To OEF&FiMIA'NT 'CARRIE%

T EKARbNEY [8P&,T'5@:(%K] on the!interestedparty(fes) natnedbefevr sddbessed as fellewa:

g 8asah 6. 8artntan„Bs'q.
Jtrftbr klaugela Budsr k Mitchell I,LX"

S.pc tleJlazy,-Suite 1ISit
Itvnte- CA 92614-2592
8.6&lsitntttn~nbm~o

1.1 Lnttrjeadsms@irnbr'nuance,
1tnbrn,corn

~ (PEA'IL) I am readily fanuliar wight my employer's business prectioe for colleotion snd prooessing
of. conespondanee for maiHng with the United States I"osta 1 Service, By following ordinary business

praorioei 1 placed a true copy thereoi'. enclosed: in a sealed.dnveiope'or collectlcin snd mailing wilt the
United States Postal 8etviue wltere it would.be deposited. for fust olal delivery, postage Stiiy prepaid,
ht the. Urdted States Postal Service@at'satne day ht the ordinary eqtlrse ofhushless.

16 ~ (OVEKQGIIT '9ELIVEIIV) DepasMng acojly rtfThe sbove doctnrient(s) in a btct ns other

fac)lity regtdsrIy tttaintained by jrE9EE,'u arLenvelope or package designated'Sy IrFi~'9EX with

18
. delivery. fees ltaid,

19: ('„XXg (X&LX&CXROMC),8ssert ott a-ccttrt order or an agreetnent of tire parties to accept service by e*

mail orlelectronto transnnssion, I caused the documents 'to be sent te the petson(s) at the e-mail

addhttsses(es), Ilsted above, I dtd not receive wMlin a reasorlable time after the transmission, any
electronic message or other indication that the transmission was unsuccessful,

22 I declare raider petudty ofperjury under the laws of the State of UalHbnna tlutr the foregoing is

ttue and nonectand that title declaration was ereeuted on january.13, 2025., at Polsom, CaliVornta.
23

Kathgrine R, Gott

2T.
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William C, Nessltant, CSB It72078
Patricia Kt'amer, CSB lt155484
Chad Vierra, CSB &Q255801
NEASHAM k KRAMER LLP
340 Pailadio Psrlcway, Suite 535
Folsom, California 95630
Tel; (916) 853-8030'I Fax: (916) 853-8039
8101IIIIRrrlRees)IBIS)SVI,oom

Attorneys for Plaintiff;
WESTERN KLLS WATER DISTRICT

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

IQ

28

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

SUPE&RIOR COURT OF THE STATE& OF CALIFORNIA

IN ANIL FOR THE& COUNTY OF STA'NISLAUS

WESTERN IIILLS WATER DISTRICT,

Plaintilf,

Case No. CV-24-003049

PI.AINTIFF WE&STERN BILLS WATS
and

DISTRICT'8 RI:ClUE&ST I&'OR

ADMISSIONS AND RL&" OUE&ST TO
WORLD INTBRNA'ffONAL&'LLC& a ADMIT GE&NUIN~iESS OFDelaware limited'liability company;
THRBB60 LLC„a Deiawa!e limited liability DOCUMI".NTS TO IIEFENIIANT
companyI'ANGBL8 CROSSING LLC, a DOUGLAS KRARNE&YCalil'arnis lhnited liability company;
GUILLP2IMO MAIGuatO, CARMBN )

ISET NO ONE)
KLsAIINBY aha CARMEL iviILLAN
IGQARNEY, DOUGI.AS KBARNBY, !md
DOES l-100, inclusive,

Defendant

PROPOUNDING PARTY; PlaiaNf WESTERN HILLS WATER DISTRICT

RESPONDING PARTY'Defendant DOUGLAS KBARNEY

SETNO„'NE (1)

P&u'suant to California Code of Civil Procedure seotion 20131, et seq„plaintiff WBSTIWN

HILLS WATER DISTRICT IMreby requests Defendant DOUGLAS IGIARNBY (herea8er "DOUGI.AS

KEARNBY" or "Defendant") to provide full and complete admissions to the following requests for
I

RBQUHBT I'OR ADM ISSIONB AND ADMISSIONS 1t H OBNUINHNHBB OP DOCUMHNTS
PltOM WHSTHRN 1111 LB WATHR DISTRICT 'I'0 DHI'HNDANT DOUGLAS l&IIAItNL&Y
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8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

IG

17

18

1&0

20

21

22

23

24

26

27

28

admission m1d for genuineness of doccunents urithin 30 days of service ofthis 1equest, lf the response is

m1ything other than an u&ulualiSed adnussion, Defendant is directed to admit as much ofthe re&luest as

may be adml1ted and provide a I'ull and complete expla&tation as to why the request cannot be a&hnitted

in its entirety, pursuant to the aocompanyh1g fo1'm h1terrogatories. Pursuant to California Code of Civil

Procedure section 2033 420 Plaintiffwill seek its attorneys'ees and costs from Defendant ifhe fails to

admit thr truth of the following matters and PlaintiffthereaRer incur attorneys'ees to prove the same,

REOUESTS FOR ADMISSION

Ad&nit that ut any point YOU (as used herein the ter&ns "YOU" and "YOUR" refer to Defendant

DOUGLAS KEARNEY) were appointed as a. Director to the %6%9 Board of Dh'ectors (as used

herein the term "WHWD" means and refers to Plahttlff Western Rills Water Distri«) on July 1, 2010,

REi~UEiST F&OR ADMISSION NO, 21

Admit that at any point in time between. July 1„2010 and Juno 5, 2020 YOU were employed by

WORLD (ss used he&cia the term WORLD refers to Defendant World International LLC),

RICOUE~F& R ADMISSION NO~
Admit that at any point in time betwem1 July I, 2010 and June 5, 2020 YOU were employed by

WORLD as a Piold Manager.,

I~ISOUEST FIOR ADMISSION NO, 4;

Admit that at any point in tin1e between July I, 2010 and June 5, 2020, YOU received financial

compensation fi'om WORLD,

UKQ~TF 1~I)MISSION NO~5.

Admit the document attaohed hereto as EXIIIBIT A to the BANKRUPTCY ORDER filed

September 16, 2008 in ATTACIIME&NT 1 is a na&e and oorrect copy of the Agreement for Purchase and

Sale ofDiablo 6rando Sn&nislaus Co mtty dstecl July 1, 2010 (hereailer " DG PIJRCHASE SALE

AGREEMENT").

///

2
RBQUBS I'OR ADMISSIONS AND ADMISSIONS RB OBNUINBNBSS OF DOOUMBNFS
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I RL1'OUKST EOII ADMISSION NO. 6;

Admit that at any point In time between July I, 2010 and June 5, 2020, YOU mceived

3 compensation fmm WORLD for YOUR riitendance at WHWD board meetings,

4 REiOUEST IIOIt ADMPSSION N~O

6 Admit that at any point in time between July I, 2010 snd Juno 5, 2020, in addition to your

6 oompensahon as Plaid Manager, YOU received payment fr'om WORLD for YOUR attendance at

7 WHWD board meetings,

RKOUEiST EOR ADMISSION~
9 Admit that YOU did not Inform WILWD that YOU'ore being compensated by WORLD to

IO attend Board meotings.

m~r~EX r&~ADMISSION NO, 9:

12 Adnrit the dooument starched hereto as ATTACHMENT 2 is atnro and oorrect oopy of the

13 MASTEiR AGRKKMEi,NT (as used herein the term "MASTER AGRKKlVKiNT" refers to the Master

14 Agreemont to provide water, sewer and storm r)rainage services between western Hills water.'Istrict

16 and Diablo &unde I,imited Partnership dated June 4, 1988),

16 ~4i, JEiST EO~DM~l5IIO NO~
17 Admit that YOU are not a party to the MAS'I'KR A.GREEMLi'N'1'n your individual oapacity,

:I 8 IRRJiIQUZ/T lrt)IIADM~ssloN No. 11:

19 Admit that tho MASTER AGRLrLrMLrNT does not contain an arbitmtion olauso,

21 Admit the document attached hereto as ATTACHMEi,NT 3 is a trna and correct copy ofthe

22 ADDENDUM (as usod herein, the terna "ADDLiNDUM" means and refers to the Addendum to Master

23 Agrnemont to Provide Water, Sewer and Stoma Drainage Services dated May 14, 2009 to the MASTEiR

24 AGREEMENT).

25 ~PU@r)T i)OR ADM~lh ION NO, 13:

26 Admit that YOU are not sporty to the ADDKNDIJM in yom Individual capacity,

27 ///
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1 JREOUKST FOR ADMISSION NO. l4:

2 Adxnit that Defendant GUILLERMO MA14ERRO is not n party Io the ADDL&'NDUM in her

3 individual oapaoity,

~RK UFST FOR ADMjSSION NO. 15;

5 Admit thai CARMEN 1&EARNEY ls not apaxty to tbe ADDENDUM iu his individu«1

6 capacity,

7 REOUEST FOR ADMISSION NO. 16I'

Admit thnt THREE60 LLC is not a paxty to the ADDENDUM.

9 0EglJ~EST FOR ADMI88ION NO. 17;

10 Admit that ihe «xbitration oiause at paxagraph m(3) in the ADDENDUM limits axbit&ution to

11 disputes arising out of Section 7 of the ADDENDUM.

13 Admit that tbe BANKRUPTCY ORDER approved the sale of'Diablo Oxaude to WORLD,

Ia ~KUEST F!OR ADMI'SSION NO. 19;

1.5 Admit that tire BANIOIUPTCY ORDE&,R requhx&d WORL9 to as«arne tire duties ofDiablo

16 Grande under tbe MASTER AGRL&EMKNT,

l7 13~UFi.ST FOR. ADMISSION NO,20:

18 Admit tlmt the Soutien 2,3 oi&the 9G PURCHASE SALE& AGRE&L!'MLPNT attached as Exhibit

19 A to the BANI&RUPTCY ORDI&.R required WORL9 to notify Diablo Grande in vvxiting not later than

20 September 15, 2008 ol'tbe Material Contracts Buyer vxas prepared to asmune,

21 R~EIJQi~TF ADJJIXSSIO~ 21:

22 Admit that the MASTE&R AGREEMKNT is listed as s "Material Agreement" on Sohedule 1 of

23 the DG PURCIIASE SALII AGREEMENT,

24 ~K+JEST FOR A9MXSSION NO. 22:

25 Admit that the Seotiou. 2,3 of the DG PURCHASL&'ALE AGRKF«KNT alta«bed. as Bxbibit

26 A to the BANI&RXJPTCY ORDER xequired &Yhslflayer sh&xll Jxx ell e«ex&re xxsssxse lhe coxxxrxxcr «&Jxh

27 llew'e JX'esxerx& Hglx 6'arer Disrrlcl llsled on Schexlnle Z hereto,"

28 ///
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10

ll

REiOUKST li OR ADMISSION ~023
Admit that 8chedule 2 to tire Drs PURCHASE SALK AGRKEiMErNT attached as Bxhibit A to

the BANKRUPTCY OR9FIR identifies rrp/'esrern If/lie p/rater Die/rior (8HD) rloennrenl relallng lo

roarer', suroer anrl stove riraln sorrier«6 lnnlarllng «osis ofoper«ling anrl ra«i«ra/ning waler supply

sys/ernsi enrldernenl fo w«lerporn Intern Connly Srarer.dgenny anrl any rrfger so«race anrl «vallablilly

Of WalerfW fanrre rlerrelnprnerrl."

Rl!" OUEST PORriI&MISSION NO. 24:

Admit that the Paragraph 2,5(a) to the DG PIJRCHASK SALli. AGREE.MEiNT attached as

Itxhibit A to the IIANI&RUPTCY ORDEiR states tltat the "documents and infonnagon in Seller'

possession which Jluyer deems material to the purchase of the Property, including without lindtation the

doouments listed on Exhibit II attache&i heretoy

gE~i~UFi T FOR ADMISSION~25;

13 Admit that Kxlnbit 8 to the 96 PURCHASE 8AI K AGREKMKNT, attached as Exhibit A to

14 the BANKRUPTCY ORDFsR, identifies the "Master Agreement to Provide Wator, Sower and Storm

Drainage Services (WIIWD/DO)",

16, 5EEiUEiST FrOJI ADMISSION N0,26;

17

lti

19

20

26

Admit that the DG PURCHASLir SALE AGRKKMEiNTi atinohed as Exhibit A to thc

HANKRIJPTCY ORDER, requited WORLD to assrnne the eMaster Agreement to Provide Water,

Sewer and Storm Drainage Services (WHWD/DG)",

REiOUlr8'I'OR ADMISSION NO, 271

Admit that WORLD gave notice to Digblo Orande on/about September l5, 2008 that it was

assuming Diablo Grande's duties under the 'Master Agreement to Provide Water, Sewor and Storm

Drainage Services (WIIWD/DGJ".

RKOUFsST FiOR ADMISSION NO. 28

Adnut that thoro was no legal necessity for WHW9 to approve the A9DKNDIJM in orrler for

WHWD to continue providing its water, sewer and storm drainage services,

5
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10

11

1.2

13

14

15

16

21

22

LUUBUE)T FOR ADMISSION NO. 29,

Admit that there was no legal necessity for WHWD to add an mbiEraticn olause at paragraph

nx(3) in the A99KNDUM in order fox %H'WD to continue providing its water sewer snd storm

dr«inage services,

RUIOUKST FOR ADMISSIONN~
A&hnit that there was no legal necessity for WHWD to approve the mbitratton olmtse at

paragraph m(3) in the ADDENDUM in order fox %8%9 to continue providing its water sewer «nd

«tenn dtuinage services,

R~IIJEST FOR A:OMISSION NO, 3:Q

Admg that ATTACHMENT 4 hereto is a true and correct copy of the AASBR AGRKLI'MENT

(as used herein the tenn BSAAAR AGREEMLB"NT" means the Assigmnent, Assumption and Release

Agreement dated effective April 30, 2020).

~E~Ir 'OR AD)VQSSION NO. 32:

Admit that VOI1 are not a pari y to the AABEBR AGRKEMKBNT in yeux individual oapaoity,

BLROU BIB FOR AQMMSR~ l NO M'dmit

that Defendant 6UILLEIRMO MARKRRO is not «. party to the AABt'BR AGRKKMKNT

in his individual capacity,

RIIOXIRBI
F'ORADMIBKONNO,33'dmit

that CARMEN IG&,"ARNEV is not a pmty to the A AAR AGRElKMENT in 1Bis

lndlvlFlual capacity

R~lUBSXXOR ADMIEBSII~NR SR

Admit that the AAAR AGREEMKINT docs not contain an arbitration clause.

/~RILED FOR ADMISSION NO. 36:

Adtnit that between July 1, 2010 and Junc 5, 2020, VOU were WORL9's agent.

I~Ki VEST FOR~MISSION NO, 3"/I

Admit that between July 1, 2010 and June S, 2020, VOU were WORIL9's representative.

///
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1 R~K'riST KOR ADMISSION NO~8

2 Admit that between July 1, 2010 and June 5, 2020, YOIJ were WORLD's representative on tho

3 WHWD 13oard of Dh'eotors,

4 14',OUKST IIORADMISSION NO. 39t

5 Admit tl&at between July 1, 2010 and June 5, 2020, YOU were WORLD's advisor,

6 BEQUEST F(OR ADMISSION NO. 401

7 Admit that between July 1, 2010 and June 5, 2020, YOU wore WORLD's oonsultant,

8 RU~Ui TIIORADMISSIONNO.41:

9 Admit that between July 1, 2010 and Juno 5, 2020, YOU were WORLD's agont pertahring to

10 WORL9's perfcrrnanoe tegarding its AGREEMKNTS (as used herein, the torln "AGRKF(MENTS"

11 refers collectively to the MASTER AGREEMENT and ADDENDUM) with W8%l),

12 RKOUK~TI/ R ADMISSION~0, 4 ~

13 Admit that between Judy 1, 2010 and Juno 5, 2020, YOU were WOM.D's represontative

14 pertaining to WORLD's performance regarding its AGRKKMKNTS with WHWD,

15 gFi,QUEST ILOR ADMISSION NO. 43:

16 Admit that between July 1, 2010 and June 5, 2020, YOU were WORL9's advisor pertaining to

17 WORLD's performance regarding its AGREEMENTS with WIIWD,

18 REOUX~tll'ADM~IS I NNO,44;

19 Admit that between July 1, 2010 and June 5, 2020, YOIJ werc WORLD's consultant yertaining

20 to WORI,D's perfonnanoe regarding its AGRKEMKNTS wilh WHWD,

21 R~i'~Pi 'J EOR A91VQ58ION NO. 45:

22 Admit that VOU participated in draiting tho language for the AAAR AGRF(.KMKNT.

23 ~('~iT FiOR ADMIS~O~O~~4'4

Adnttt lhat an attornoy omyloyed by IPG participated in drafting tho language for the AAAR

25 AGREEMKNT,

26 RFstrU~KT~iQQ~DMISSION NO, 47;

27 Admit that Carolina Juarez pmtioiyated. in drafting the language in the AASIR AGREEMENT,

28 ///
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RK0 UKST POR ADMISSION NO, 48:

2 Admit that GUII.LERMO MARERRO participated in drafling the itntguage in the AAkR
AGREEMKNT.

4 l&OUEST FOR ADMISSION NO, 49I

5 Admit that YOU voted to approve the AAkR AGREEMENT.

6 REOUKST POR ADMISSION NO, 80:

7 Admit that when YO'U voted to approve the AAkR AGREEMENT„YOU uuderstood the

8 language of tire AAkR AGRKKMKNT required that the Buyer ANGELS CROSSING to indemnify

9 and hold YOU harmless fiom arty clahns arising out of the MASTER AGREKMXNT.

10 ~XLi'LPST FOR ADMISSION NO. SI:

11 Admit that when YOU voted to approve the AAkR AGREEMENT„YOU understood the

12 AAkR AGRKKMENTprovided that WHWD would release YOIl and hold YOU harmless from any

13 claims atdsing out ol'the MASTER AGREEMENT.

14 REOUPST FOR ADMISSION NO. 52;

15 Adnllt thttt whorl YOU voted to approve the AAkR AGREKMKNT as a WHWD Dtrectol',

16 YOU understood the AAkR AGREEMKNT provided that VVH%'D was releasing WORLD fiom any

17 clahns al'ising out o'1'the MASTER AGREEMENT,

18 Dated.'anuary12, 2025 NKASqIAM k, ~KR LLP

PATR1CIA KIIAMBR

8
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PROOF OF SERVICE

I, 1&atherine R. Gott, declare that:

i0

I am employed in the County of Sacramento, State of California, I am over the age of eighteen
years and am not a party to this action; my business address is 340 Palladio Parkway, Suite 535, Folsom,
California 95630. My electronic service address is kgottgneashamlaw,corn

On January 13, 2025„1 served a core of the forenoinu document(s) described herein as
PI AINTIFF WESTERN IIILLS VVATER DISTRIC iS REQUEST FOR ADMISSIONS AND
REQUEST TO ADMIT GENUINENESS OF DOCUMENTS TO DEFENDANT DOUGLAS
I&&ARNEY (SET NO. ONE) on the interested party(ies) named below addressed as fbllows.

Sarah G, Haftman, Esq,
Jeffer Mangels Butler dr, MitcheH LLP
3 Park Plaza, Suite 1100
irvine, CA 92614-2592
SGHa!tmanQimbm.corn
mark~adams imbm,corn
clonezSJmbnxcom

13

14

15

16

17

18

20

~ (MAIL) I am readHy fanNiar with my employer's business practice for cogectlon and processing
of correspondence for mailing with the United States Postal Service, By follovding ordinary business
practice, I placed a trna copy thereof enclosed in a sealed envelope for collection and mailing with 'the
United States Postal Service where it would be, deposited for lirst class deliveiy, postage fully prepaid,
in the United States Postal Service lltat stone day in the ordinary course ofbusiness.

~ (OVLi'RNK*'HT DEI IVERV) Depositing a copy of the above document(s) in a box or other
facility regularly maintained, by liKiDKX„ in an envelope or package designated by FEDKX with
deHvery t'ees paid,

( XX 3 (ELECTRONIC) Based on a cotut order or an agreranent of tire parties to accept service by e-
mail or elech'onic traitsntission, I caused the documents to be sent to the person(s) at the e-mail
addresses(es) listed above. I did not receive, within a reasonable tints after the transmission, any
electronicmessage or other indication that the transmission was unsuccessful.

1 declare under penalty ofperjury under the, laws of thc State of California that the foregoing is
tme and correct and that this decJsration was executed on January 13, 2025, at Folsom, California,

26

Katherine R. Gott

1
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PROOF OF SERVICE

2 I, Katherine R. Gott, declare that:

I am employed in the County of Sacramento, State of California. I am over the age of eighteen
years and am not a party to this action; my business address is 340 Palladio Parkway, Suite 535, Folsom,
California 95630. My electronic service address is kgott@neashamlaw.corn

On February 3, 2025, I served a copy of the foregoing document(s) described herein as
DECLARATION OF WILLIAM NEASHAM RE: STATUS UPDATE ON DISCOVERY on the
interested party(ies) named below addressed as follows:

10

Sarah G. Hartman, Esq.
Jeffer Mangels Butler & Mitchell LLP
3 Park Plaza, Suite 1100
Irvine, CA 92614-2592
SGHartmanSimbm.corn
markadams@imbm.corn
clonezmimbm.corn

12 ~ (MAIL) I am readily familiar with my employer's business practice for collection and processing
13 of correspondence for mailing with the United States Postal Service. By following ordinary business

practice, I placed a true copy thereof enclosed in a sealed envelope for collection and mailing with the
United States Postal Service where it would be deposited for first class delivery, postage fully prepaid,
in the United States Postal Service that same day in the ordinary course of business.

16 ~ (OVERNIGHT DELIVERY) Depositing a copy of the above document(s) in a box or other

17
facility regularly maintained by FKDEX, in an envelope or package designated by FKDKX with
delivery fees paid.

18
( XX g (ELECTRONIC) Based on a court order or an agreement of the parties to accept service by e-

19 mail or electronic transmission, I caused the documents to be sent to the person(s) at the e-mail
addresses(es) listed above. I did not receive, within a reasonable time after the transmission, any
electronic message or other indication that the transmission was unsuccessful.

21
I declare under penalty ofperjury under the laws of the State of California that the foregoing is

true and conect and that this declaration was executed on February 3, 2025, at Folsom, California.

23

24

25

vtzx&M~Ac4
Katherine R. Gott

26

27

28

I
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8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

William C. Neasham CSB #72078
Patricia Kramer, CSB # 155484 
Chad A. Vierra, CSB #255801 
Neasham & Kramer LLP 
Attorneys at Law 
340 Palladio Parkway, Suite #535 
Folsom, CA 95630 
Tel: (916) 853-8030/ Fax (916) 853-8039
pkramer@neashamlaw.com 
cvierra@neashamlaw.com 

Attorneys for Plaintiff 
WESTERN HILLS WATER DISTRICT

SUPERIOR COURT OF THE ST A TE OF CALIFORNIA 

IN AND FOR THE COUNTY OF STANISLAUS 

WESTERN HILLS WATER DISTRICT, a 
California public agency water district, 

Plaintiff, 

V. 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

WORLD INTERNATIONAL, LLC, a Delaware j
limited liability company; THREE60 LLC, a ) 
Delaware limited liability company; ANGELS ) 
CROSSING LLC, a California ) 
limited liability company; GUILLERMO j 
MARRERO, CARMEN KEARNERY aka ) 

Case No. CV-24-003049 

ST A TUS UPDATE RE: DISCOVERY 

CARMEN MILLAN KEARNEY, DOUGLAS ) 
20 KEARNEY, and DOES 1-100, inclusive, ) 

Defendants. 
j 21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

To Court and all Counsel: 

Plaintiff provides this status update prior to the scheduled hearing on February 27, 2025. 

Plaintiff received 273 pages of initial responses to requests for admissions and form interrogatories 

on February 24, 2025 late in the evening. Inter alia, more than half the responses to requests that provide 

evidence the court should consider in determining the relationships of the parties relative to the 

arbitration motion were denied or only partially admitted. In their responses, the Defendants have again 

1 
STATUS UPDATE RE: DfSCOVERY 

Date:     February 27, 2025
Time:     8:30 a.m.
Dept.:    22 
Judge:  The Hon. Stacey Speiller

Electronically Filed
2/26/2025 11:51 AM
Superior Court of California
County of Stanislaus
Clerk of the Court
By: Erin Barnett, Deputy
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MINUTE ORDER

APPEARANCES:

WILLIAM C NEASHAM, Esq.  present via VCourt, on behalf of WESTERN HILLS WATER 
DISTRICT 
SARAH HARTMAN, Esq.  present via VCourt, on behalf of WORLD INTERNATIONAL 
LLC, THREE60 LLC, GUILLERMO MARRERO, CARMEN KEARNEY, DOUGLAS 
KEARNEY 

This matter is regularly called for hearing at the request of the Plaintiff(s).

Counsel present respective oral argument(s).

The Court confirms the tentative ruling as follows:

Plaintiff’s Motion to Continue Hearing – DENIED.

In order to stay the hearing on the motion to compel arbitration, Plaintiff would have needed to 
demonstrate how the discovery at issue directly ties to the arbitration motion. Plaintiff’s motion 
does not do that. Instead, the memorandum filed in support of the motion makes only global 
statements regarding Defendants’ alleged failure to cooperate in the discovery process, and no 
supporting declaration was filed with the moving papers. Even the untimely supplemental 
declaration filed on February 3, 2025 (which the Court continued this motion to consider) fails to 
establish a solid link between the discovery sought and the pending motion. 

As opposed to showing how the pending discovery relates to the arbitration motion, Plaintiff 
argues that, because the motion to compel arbitration might be granted and this case might be 
stayed as a result, the Court should delay the hearing on the motion so Plaintiff can obtain 
discovery responses to which it would otherwise not be entitled (at least not at this time). The 
Court finds this an unmeritorious justification. The Court acknowledges that it stated in its 
November 22, 2024 ruling, “Plaintiff’s pleading raises issues of serious concern for the public, 
and those concerns warrant prompt exploration,” when denying Defendants’ request for a 
discovery stay under §§ 2017.020, 2019.020, and 2019.030 of the Code of Civil Procedure. 
However, that observation does not mean that the Court will engage in bending procedural rules 
or become a willing partner to discovery gamesmanship, which, in essence, is what Plaintiff 
appears to be asking the Court to do.

Accordingly, this motion to continue the hearing on the arbitration motion is DENIED. The 
arbitration motion remains on calendar for March 6, 2025.

Dept. 22 STANISLAUS COUNTY 2/27/2025

Stacy Speiller SUPERIOR COURT Motion: Other Pre-Disposition
JUDGE STATE OF 

CALIFORNIA
Christina Gonzalez

Clerk
WESTERN HILLS WATER 
DISTRICT vs WORLD 
INTERNATIONAL LLC    Case No.  CV-24-003049
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Related Case No. CV-24-003155.
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